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Declaration of Zhao Wei as PNG 
 

This document is an unclassified summary of intelligence held by Security and Intelligence departments and agencies.  It has 
primarily been created by Global Affairs Canada,  with input and agreement from the Canadian Security Intelligence Service, and 
the Privy Council Office. It responds to a specific request by the Commission for the Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference in 
Federal Electoral Processes and Democratic Institutions, for an unclassified summary of information regarding this particular 
topic and should not be used as the basis of understanding for any other topic. This document is based on intelligence collected  
and assessed over a period of time and does not necessarily reflect the Government of Canada’s full understanding of the topi c 
at any specific point in time. The underlying intelligence has been provided to the Commission. By employing summaries and 
redactions, this document sanitizes intelligence in a manner that removes the potential injury to national security and 
international relations, does not disclose sensitive activities, techniques, methods, and sources of intelligence that would cause 
potential injury, and abides by relevant Canadian legislation. It does not provide all of the caveats and limitations contain ed in 
the original classified documents or provide an assessment of the reliability or credibility of any specific piece of intelligence, as it 
could disclose information that would cause injury. 

This is a summary of some intelligence information that is available to the Government of Canada’s national security and 
intelligence community on a certain topic, presented such that it can be released to the public without disclosing informatio n 
that would cause injury to national security and international relations. As such it has several important limitations. The 
summary must be read in light of these limitations, otherwise the summary has the potential to mislead the reader . The 
limitations are the following: 

 Summary may be incomplete: The summary summarizes some, but not necessarily all, the intelligence information on 
this topic that is available to the Government of Canada’s national security and intelligence community. For example, 
it only contains relevant information that can be appropriately sanitized for public release. 

 Summary does not indicate time of collection : This summary does not indicate, unless expressly stated, when the 
summarized information was collected or obtained. This information was collected and analyzed over a period of time, 
which may/may not have been available to decision makers across the Gover nment of Canada during the writ-period. 
As such, for example, it should not be assumed that the information was collected close in time to the events being 
described. 

 Summary may contain information that is single -sourced: The summary does not indicate whether the information it 
relates comes from a single source, or from multiple sources. 

 Summary may contain information of unknown and varying degrees of reliability or information that may have 
been provided to influence as much as inform.  

 Summary does not indicate the source of information : The summary may present information from different types of 
sources without identifying the type of source (i.e. open source, human sources, technical intercepts, etc.). Nor, does it 
indicate whether it was translated from another language than the language in which it is presented. 

 Summary does not indicate corroboration or lack of corroboration : The summary does not indicate whether other 
information exists that may corroborate the summarized information, or, alternatively, whether there is no such 
corroborating information.  

 Summary does not analyze information : This document is a summary of intelligence; it is not an analysis of the 
overall import, meaning, or strength of intelligence. 

The Commission has been provided with all relevant intelligence and assessments, which indicates information on reliability and 
corroboration of the information contained therein.  
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Declaration of Zhao Wei as PNG 
 

1. Zhao Wei was an official at the People’s Republic of China (PRC) Consulate 
General in Toronto who arrived in Canada in April 2018.  As of May 8, 2023, 
Zhao Wei was declared persona non grata, and left Canada.   

2. During the timeframe under review by the Commission, Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS) and Global Affairs Canada (GAC) formally 
exchanged information on several occasions regarding foreign officials 
suspected by CSIS of conducting foreign interference activities in Canada. CSIS 
also disseminates intelligence to relevant Government of Canada partners 
concerning any suspected threat related activity undertaken by foreign officials. 

3. In January 2022, during the first high-level engagement between Canada and 
China following the release of Michael Kovrig and Michael Spavor, the Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs raised concerns about foreign interference and the 
activities of the United Front Work Department (UFWD) with her Chinese 
counterpart. 

4. From January 2022 until April 2023, Government of Canada officials repeatedly 
raised foreign interference with the PRC counterparts, including at the foreign 
minister and leader levels. During this period, Canadian officials made it clear 
that if the foreign interference continued, PRC would face increasing 
consequences from visa delays to visa denials, and position-creation denials. 
Specific concerns were raised, including with respect to the activities of PRC 
diplomats, the presence of PRC police stations, and the overflight of "spy 
balloons". Additional information can be found in the summary “The PRC 
Targeting of Parliamentarians for the Purpose of Exerting Influence.” 

5. A limited number of CSIS intelligence reports referencing the PRC’s interest in 
MP Michael Chong were produced and sent to GAC prior to May 2021. These 
reports do not link Zhao Wei to foreign interference activity.   

6. On May 1, 2023, the Globe and Mail published an article linking Zhao Wei to the 
targeting of Michael Chong. Media appears to have reached this conclusion 
based on their own interpretation of some events summarized in the topical 
summaries on “The PRC Targeting of Parliamentarians for the Purpose of 
Exerting Influence” and “Michael Chong”.  

7. A separate body of inteligence reporting suggests that some of Mr. Zhao’s 
activities while serving as a diplomat in Canada constituted foreign interference.  
Given the repeated efforts described in paragraph 4, along with the impact of the 
article published on May 1, 2023, which effectively meant that Mr. Zhao could no 
longer function as a diplomat in Canada, on May 4, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
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Affairs, David Morrison, called in the PRC Ambassador in Canada to advise that 
Zhao Wei’s position in Canada was no longer tenable. From May 4 to 8, 2023, 
Mr. Morrison and Canada's Ambassador to the PRC conducted a series of high-
level demarches with PRC counterparts to convey Canadian concerns, again 
referring specifically to the activities of PRC diplomats, the presence of PRC 
police stations, and the overflight of "spy balloons".  

8. On May 8th, 2023, the Minister of Foreign Affairs announced that Canada had 
declared Zhao Wei persona non grata. 

9. On May 9, 2023, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared a Canadian 
diplomat persona non grata. 


