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SUMMARY

= In its 2018 special report on your trip to India in February 2018, the National
Security and Intelligence Committee of Parliamentarians (NSICOP) recommended
that Members of Parliament (MPs) and senators be briefed upon being sworn in
and regularly thereafter on the risks of foreign interference and extremism in
Canada. The recommendation was reiterated in the NSICOP’s 2019 annual
report, which was submitted to you in August 2019,

» Parliamentarians can be targeted by foreign interference activities that seek to
exploit their role as |egislators and the influence they can exert on government
policy and on Canada's democratic institutions. It is possible that
parliamentarians could come into contact with individuals who hold violent
extremist views or who are proxies covertly advancing the interests of foreign
state actors.

= The Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) has prepared an unclassified,
introductory briefing and placemat on foreign interference risks faced by
parliamentarians (Tab A). The briefing could be delivered to MPs and senators in
sessions offered by the Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
(Government House Leader) and the Government Representative in the Senate in
the early weeks of the 43rd Parliament.

» Following this initial briefing, the Government House Leader and the Government
Representative in the Senate could engage with House and Senate leaders on
opportunities to integrate the briefings into orientation activities organized by
House and Senate administration.

= Inthe interim, PCO is working with partners in the national security community to
establish a process for identifying additional briefings on issues related to foreign
interference and extremism in Canada that could be provided to parliamentarians.

« Do you agree?
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Background

The Canadian Securnily Intelligence Service Act describes foreign
interference as “foreign influenced activities within or relating to
Canada that are detrimental to the interests of Canada and are
clandestine or deceptive or involve a threat to any person.”

Foreign states target parliamentarians and their staff for foreign
interference activities because they are decision-makers in the
legislative process and because they are in a position to influence
government policy on issues of interest to foreign states.

. In their role as parliamentarians, MPs and senators regularly engage

with constituents and Canadians, which could potentially bring them
into contact with individuals who hold violent extremist views or who
may be covertly acting in the interests of a foreign power.

On December 3, 2018, the NSICOP's special report on your trip to
India in February 2018 was tabled in Parliament. Among other issues,
the special report examined the circumstances surrounding allegations
of foreign interference in the context of the trip and recommended that,
in the interest of national security, MPs and senators be briefed upon
being sworn in and regularly thereafter on the risks of foreign
interference and extremism in Canada.

The NSICOP’s 2019 Annual Report, which was submitted to you in
August 2019 and must be tabled in Parliament within the first 30 sitting
days of the 43rd Parliament, reiterates the recommendation.

Countering foreign interference was also a key objective of Canada's
plan to safeguard the recent general election. As part of this plan,
classified briefings were offered to security-cleared representatives of
the major political parties throughout the pre-election pericd, in order to
encourage them to take preventative measures within their party
organizations.

PCO Comments

o

Providing a briefing to parliamentarians on the risks of foreign
interference could raise awareness of the issue and provide strategies
to mitigate the risk and thereby protect Canada's interests.

The risks that parliamentarians face with respect to extremism in
Canada is also a growing concern given the increased assertiveness
of various ideologically motivated viclent extremists. Though these
individuals usually engage in the online space, there has been an
emergence and, in some cases, a re-emergence of a cadre of ethno-
nationalist as well as racially and religiously motivated individuals in
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Canada. Some of these individuals and groups are supported by
foreign state and non-state actors.

= CSIS has prepared an unclassified, introductory briefing for
parliamentarians that raises awareness on foreign interference
activities, highlights tactics used to carmy out these activities, and
proposes measures to mitigate the risk. A placemat has been
developed to support the briefing (Tab A). Introductory remarks for the
briefing will provide a general warning about the risks of extremism in
Canada.

= The Government House Leader and the Government Representative
in the Senate could engage with House and Senate leaders to offer the
briefings to MPs and senators. Offering the briefings in the early
weeks of the 43rd Parliament may be well received by former NSICOP

members who reiterated the recommendation in their 2019 Annual
Report.

o Following the initial briefings, the Government House Leader and the
Government Representative in the Senate could also engage with
House and Senate leaders to explore the potential for integrating the
briefings into existing orientation sessions provided to new MPs and
senators by House of Commons and Senate administration.

= Going forward, PCO will work with the national security community to
identify additional topics that could be addressed in future briefings on
foreign interference and extremism in Canada. When providing the
briefings, CSIS will also solicit the input of parliamentarians on
potential future briefing topics in these areas. '

A

lan Shugart

o Do you agree?
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