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Background

1. C5IS is providing a baseline threat assessment on the foreign interference (FI) threat to the July 24, 2023 by-
election in the electoral district of Calgary Heritage. This assessment focusas on the Fl threat from the most significant
threat actors known to engage in Fl in Canada: the People’s Republic of China (PRC), India, Russia, Pakistan, Iran,
and 1, CSIS is actively monitoring for any indications that these or other foreign states
or state actors are engaging in F| activities around this by-election. This assessment also focuses on any threats of
violent extremism directed at the July 24, 2023 by-election. As a member of the Security and Intelligance Threats to
Elections Task Force (SITE TF), CSIS will report any developments through SITE TF's weekly Situational Reports.
(S/ICEO)

Foreign Interference Threat Overview

2. Sophisticated, pervasive and persistent Fl activities constitute a serious threat to Canada’s naticnal security and the
integrity of Canada’s democratic institutions. For certain foreign states, Fl activities are part of their normal pattern of
behaviour in Canada and can increase during election periods. Foreign states can employ Fl activities to influence
Canadian politics by i) deceplively supporting individuals who are perceived to be receplive to foreign state interests,
and ii) opposing individuals who are perceived to be against these foreign states. To accomplish their goals, threat
actors exploit loopholes in political party nomination processes; engage in money and financing cperations; mobilize
and leverage communily organizations; manipulate media outlets, including social media; and, engage in cyber threat
activity. (S//CEQ)

3. An important Fl tool for many of the threat actors cited during election periods is to leverage Canadian diaspora
populations as a veting bloc, in an attempt to try and shape electoral outcomes. While this is not the only tool at the
disposal of these threat aclors, it is a powerful one in electoral districts with large Canadian diaspora populations.
(SHICED)

! CSIS collection efforts are abgned with the Canadan Infelligence Prorities and intelligence Requirements
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Key Threat Actors

People's Republic of China (PRC)

2)

3)
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Russia

8.

10. Russia is largely preoccupied on Fl and disinformation campaigns related to the conflict in Ukraine

and upcoming presidential elections in Russia in 2024,

Pakistan

11.

12,

13. low proportions of Pakistan Canadian diaspora population in the Calgary Heritage riding

means the possible leverage of a Pakistan diaspora voter bloc is diminished. (S)

Iran

14

low proportion of Iranian Canadian diaspora population in the Calgary Heritage riding means the possible
leverage of an Iranian diaspora voter bloc is diminished, (S/CEQ)
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Mot Relevant

Mot Relevant

Outlook

18| - the PRC, India,
Russia, Iran, Pakistan

|CSIS will continue to actively monitor for any indications of FI by foreign states or state actors as well as any
threats of violent extremism relating to the Calgary Heritage by-election and will report any developments through
SITE TF's weekly Situational Reporis. (S//CEQ)
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THIS INFORMATION IS SHARED WITH YOUR ORGANIZATION FOR INTELLIGENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND MAY NOT BE USED
IN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RECLASSIFIED, DISSEMINATED OR DISCLOSED IN WHOLE OR IN
PART WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSI0N OF C3I5. THIS DOCUMENT CONSTITUTES A RECORD WHICH MAY BE SUBJECT
TOEXEMPTIONS UNDER THE FEDERAL ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT OR PRIVACY ACT OR UNDER APPLICABLE
PROVINCIAL OR TERRITORIAL LEGISLATION. IF A REQUEST FOR ACCESS LUINDER THESE ACTS IS MADE. THE RECEIVING
AGEMCY MUST CONSULT C5IS IN RELATION TO APPLYING THE AVAILABLE EXEMPTIONS, FURTHER, CSI5 MAY TAKE ALL
NECESSARY STEPS UNDER SECTION 38 OF THE CANADA EVIDENCE ACT OR OTHER LEGISLATION TO PFROTECT THIS
INFORMATION. IF YOU LEARN THAT THIS INFORMATION HAS OR MAY BE DISCLOSED. THAT THESE CAVEATS HAVE NOT
BEEN RESPECTED OR IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ABIDE BY THESE CAVEATS, INFORM C5I5 IMMEDIATELY .

Intelligence Assessments Branch 515
Direction de FEvaluation du renseignement

PIF| - Canada Release 045 - September CAMND21563 S5of5
15, 2024



