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MEMO
Date: Wednesday, May 17, 2023
To: Erin O'Toole
From: Justin Bumstead
Subject: Foreign Influence Tactics in 2021 Election

It will come as no surprise to anyone working on campaigns and elections to hear that the Canadian
political system is vulnerable to foreign interference. Local campaigns face three constraints that limit
their ability to influence and persuade electors. State actors face fewer constraints on time, money and
staff. The unfortunate reality is that motivated governments or non-government actors can’t be
controlled or regulated. An overworked and under-resourced Elections Canada simply cannot identify nor
prevent this type of interference.

Ultimately, it comes down to voter contact and the ability of a party to get its message in front of as many
voters as possible. This works either as persuasion messages, or in the case of specific allegations from
this campaign, dissuasion. It is straightforward for governments to use local contacts to push messages in
controlled environments such as WeChat or WhatsApp groups. It is impossible to track these
conversations without having a friendly presence in the group. We need to understand and find a way to
be present in these chats and in these communities.

Thinking back to the 2018 campaign, there were unanswered questions about the strength of the local
campaign in Don Valley North. Campaigns face constraints, and we must recognize the ability of non-
friendly actors to influence campaigns that face these constraints. If the Consulate were to provide
financial incentives to ‘volunteers’, it would fall outside of spending limits and allow the campaign to reach
far more voters than competing campaigns. This candidate was ultimately successful, despite serious
doubts about the chances in the riding. To borrow the line from the late Senator Finley, there are three
things that you will always be short on in politics - time, treasure, and talent. Unfortunately, in a
competitive environment that offers little recompense for second place, these finite resources will be
focused on the core objective. Finding supporters, and mobilizing them.

In the specific context of the 2021 campaign, there were a couple specific incidents that could be classified
as either influence or interference. Unfortunately, due to time constraints, we didn’t have time to
investigate these properly.

1. Polling Panels & Bots: We flagged this in an early meeting, and I'd forgotten about it until today.
Our systems caught automated ‘bots’ completing our surveys due to certain patterns in the open
text responses. At the time, we thought it was just a bot focused on collecting the $0.50 survey
incentives but these could easily have been malicious. These responses were set aside and we
strengthened our processes, but this would be an effective way to change a narrative.

If | were looking to shape party or government policy, stacking these panels with automated
respondents to swamp policy questions related to foreign policy would be an effective way to do
it. This would be a machine learning {Al) problem, but one easily within the capability of certain
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actors. The media place too great an emphasis on polling without realizing the shortcomings of
the panels that underpin this work.

Mail-in Ballots: This was alleged to be an issue in the recent BC campaign. Organizers in specific
communities were alleged to have requested ballots on behalf of electors. These ballots were
completed by community bosses and cast on their behalf.

When we received the first list of people requesting mail-in ballots, we noticed surprisingly high
numbers in a couple of predominantly Chinese mail-in ballots. Two specific ridings - Richmond
Centre and Steveston Richmond East jumped out, as they had comparatively lower numbers of
mail-in ballots in the BC election. SRE was also the riding of former MP Joe Peschisolido, alleged
to have staff affiliated with the United Front.

We requested the files from Party IT, and found ~1,500 voters that hadn’t voted in the 2019
election, and ~500 that didn’t appear on the 2019 list of electors. These could easily be new
citizens casting their first ballot, but it could also be an easy way for an outside actor to find ballots
that wouldn’t be used. These ballots could either be requested on behalf of the residents without
their knowledge, or done with specific instruction (intimidation) by a motivated actor. We didn’t
have a chance to look into this as thoroughly as we wanted. it was passed onto the field guys, but
nothing came of it. Again, finite resources.

If the resources and interest was there, the way to track this would be to check the IPs of those
requesting mail-in ballots. This would offer an easy indication of mischief. It would also be possible
to confirm that these electors requested the ballot themselves, either with in person interviews
or phone calls. If these electors are either unaware, or are afraid of discussing it, it could be an
indicator.

Intimidation / Influence: Most of this would fall into grey areas. Direct contact between foreign
agents and electors would be unlikely, but it is easy enough to have Canadian staff employed by
shell corporations “volunteering” full time on behalf of local campaigns or candidates. It doesn’t
even have to be directly affiliated — businesses that are either friendly to a foreign interest or can
be pushed to support a cause/candidate will comply. This could mean advertising space,
distribution, or soft pushes at community or religious centres.

A focused effort on the ground will find these instances. We received reports from Scarborough
of business owners pushing employees to vote Liberal, among other complaints, but these after
often just hearsay. Given the limitations on in-person contact due to COVID, every campaign was
more dependent on digital operations. Chinese control over platforms like WeChat provides them
the ability to limit messages they find uncomfortable, and amplify voices and candidates in line
with their objectives.

Without building social listening tools and recruiting additional language skills, it will be very
difficult to limit our exposure. We're also limited by our own sources, as Conservative friendly
voices {e.g., Falun Gong) in the Chinese community may have a vested interest in making
allegations against anyone they believe is friendly to the CCP.
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An Aggressive Path: If they chose an aggressive path, they could obtain a copy of the list of electors from
a local campaign. They could match it to data on Chinese controlled platforms (the same way platforms
like Facebook allow the use of "custom audiences"”, and find individuals in ridings that could be pushed to
support a cause or candidate. This would be pushed through local staff pushing messaging on WeChat

and other platforms. It could be funded either with cash, or with companies controlled by friendly or
persuadable people in the ridings.

[Attachment]
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Attachment

From: Justin Bumstead
Date: May 17, 2023 at 9:29:02 AM EDT

o: Erin O'Toole |

Subject: Understanding the Why and How

Hey,

The more I've considered these questions, the more | think it will be necessary to answer the question of
'"Why'. | had an Eastern European colleague describe Canadian society to me as 'high trust'. The same
characteristics that make us an open and trusting society make us vulnerable to exploitation. The question
we need to answer is how we can solve these challenges without losing part of who we are. This isn't
about specific incidents in a specific election. This is about understanding Canada's strategic vulnerabilities
as we move into an unpredictable and dangerous world. We aren't going to solve this problem until we
come to a shared understanding of what that problem actually is.

The first question the rapporteur needs to answer is the Why. Why would foreign states have an interest
in interfering in our democratic process? What would they stand to gain? To borrow the old line, we need
to walk a mile in their shoes and understand their motivations. This means ridding ourselves of outdated
notions of western supremacy and accepting that rising powers will pursue their interests the same way
they've viewed applications of American power during the War on Terror. If the international system
allows major powers to act above the rule of law, why should new powers offer that same deference?

So what is China's why? What do they think they'll be able to achieve? Under Pierre Trudeau, Canada's
attempt at non-alignment served Chinese interests by weakening a common front among western
democracies. When Canada was pursuing 'sunny ways' in the 2015 election, China was growing
increasingly worried as the United States turned towards Donald Trump's hostile rhetoric. The potential
for major conflict is openly acknowledged in Chinese doctrine. The more urgent the threat, the greater
the willingness to act. If they believe themselves to be under threat, and they believe they can peel off
American allies, or at least weaken the collective resolve, they have every motivation to take big risks to
advance their position. Growing anti-American sentiment in Canada following Trump's election created
that opportunity. ‘

The Chinese political class is far more pragmatic than is often appreciated. We saw this with Deng's 'black
cat white cat, as long as it catches mice'. We saw the willingness to take serious action in Tiananmen in
89. We saw the frustration with the alleged hypocrisy of the global order following the Kosovo air war and
the US invasion of Irag. We saw the frustration with American economic policy during the crisis in 2008
and the secondary international impacts. We can see the preparation for a final showdown in the
construction projects in the South China Sea. You don't build air defense systems in heavily contested
waters if you have faith in the ability of the global order to prevent conflict. We saw this at the start of
the pandemic when United Front operatives were alleged to have bought up Canadian PPE, leaving
Canada less prepared for what would come. The internal factional fights within the CCP have largely been
resolved, but this means that the most powerful voices now are either personally tied to Xi, or to factions
of the military and intelligence communities that have a different understanding of China's role in the
wider world.
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To the credit of the Chinese political class, the policy flexibility that has been demonstrated over the past
few decades speaks to a willingness to learn. And they will learn the lessons from Ukraine. Our own lack
of seriousness means that even if we wanted to, we'd have little to offer Taiwan in the event of a major
conflict, but keeping Canada on the sidelines in that eventuality benefits China and forces the United
States to view Canada as a potential threat vector rather than an ally. And as we saw in WW2 (Alaska
Highway), when the United States is focused on a goal, very little will stand in their way. In 2002, when
the United States viewed Canada as a potential source of terror financing and safe havens, we saw the
thickening of the border. The arrogance of the end of history means that we're unprepared for what might
come, and if we don't get a handle on this problem, we'll end up {(more) beholden to outside powers that
disregard Canada's own interest. We either solve this problem now, or we accept that it will get worse.

Thinking of Ontario PC MPP Vincent Ke, he served on a bunch of legislative committees, including public
appointments. This would have provided him the ability to block appointments by the Ontario
government that were deemed to be hostile to Beijing. While these actions would have been subtle and
difficult to detect, they would have offered concrete benefit to the Chinese government. Political
outcomes are the product of thousands of small actions that work towards a common goal, and placing
individuals in key positions provides both a flexibility and freedom of action that is underappreciated.

Foreign interference in Canada's political system allows powers, both friendly and hostile, to shape our
direction. If we cede this responsibility, we will find ourselves in circumstances that don't service the
interests of Canadians and leave us more and more vulnerable in a more and more dangerous world.

|'ve recommended this book to a bunch of folks. | read it in spring 2016, before the allegations of Russian
interference re: the Trump campaign.

Putin's Propaganda Machine: Soft Power and Russian Foreign Policy: Van Herpen, Marcel H.:
9781442253612 Books - Amazon.ca

It would likely be worth having the Rapporteur contact the author, as it goes through a couple decades of
soft interference by Soviet and Russian intelligence. It outlines the diverse manners by which hostile actors
can shape and influence electoral outcomes. There is a particularly terrifying story of a young British
political staffer that is ensnared by Soviet intelligence in the 70s, only to have them support the
individual's career and political ambitions (including electing them as an MP) until British intelligence
allegedly blocked this person’s appointment to the national security committee.

I've had the pleasure and misfortune of having a front row seat to way too many elections. The 2022 UCP
leadership race gutted the ability of the party to prepare for the current campaign, and we see this in the
challenges facing party systems. The same way public infrastructure needs continual repair and
maintenance, party and regulatory databases require the same upkeep and commitment. The problem is
that these systems are expensive to build and difficult to maintain. Limitations on resources are real, and
the chaos of politics limits our ability to build long term safeguards. Our approach to political campaigns
hasn't changed in generations. In training seminars, you'll still here the line from Abraham Lincoln
outlining the foundations of a political campaign. These haven't changed. Find people that support you.
Persuade the ones that aren't sure. Encourage them all to go and vote.

The risk we face is that Canadian politics will end up guided by self-interested diasporic groups more
focused on issues from their country of origin than on issues facing Canada as a whole. We can dive deep

into the specific actions that parties and government can take to build certain specific safeguards, but

2
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without a shared understanding on why we are facing the situation we are facing, it'll end up as a partisan
mess and ultimately leave us no closer to where we need to be. I'll send another note with the safeguards
| think make sense. But, until we can get a clear focus on the "why", which means tough conversations
about the other countries dabbling in our politics above and beyond China, we're not going to be any
closer to solving this.

My two cents, not sure its even worth that.
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MEMO
Date: . Friday, September 24, 2021
To: i
Cc:
From: Sadig Valliani
Subject: Foreign Interference in Our Election

There is a strong case to be made that there was a degree of influence exerted by an outside actor in the
Chinese community during the 44" General Election. From speaking with campaign teams and regional
organizers, we believe this influence negatively impacted our standing in these seats:

Metro Vancouver
e Richmond Centre
e Steveston—Richmond East
e Coquitlam—Port Coquitlam
e Fleetwood—Port Kells

Greater Toronto Area
e  Markham—Stouffville
e Markham—Unionville
e Richmond Hili
s  Willowdale
e Don Valley North
e Scarborough—Agincourt
e Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill
e Newmarket—Aurora
e Mississauga—Centre (to a certain extent)

Through message groups in WeChat text-based and news-content style articles were circulated which
directly targeted the Conservatives or expressed support for the liberals. From what we’ve been hearing,
these articles have been popping up in all sorts of groups (especially non-political ones).

However, when one of our supporters posted some of the pro-CPC articles, they were told their content
was “too political” and were removed from the groups.

One example is an article that starts with “Crisis for Chinese Canadians, we need to save ourselves. Stop
the conservative extremists from getting in power.” Another is “The Liberals want your money, the
Conservatives want your life", a third is “The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the Conservative
Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight China to the end." Attached you’ll find additional
examples of other articles that were posted and shared.

As you know, WeChat is the main messaging/social media platform used by the Chinese-speaking
community in Canada and is directly controlled by Chinese corporations.
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There were also anti-Conservative ads {without authorization tags) that were displayed on digital screens
in a Chinese grocery store in Scarborough—Agincourt (attached).

It’s our understanding that the Federal Liberals were not expected to do as well as they did with the
Chinese community, and that they did not coordinate this campaign directly.

[Attachments]
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Questionable Ridings
44™ General Election

Markham—uUnionville
CPC margin of victory in 2019: 5 points
e In our penultimate polling wave (Sept 17) the CPC candidate had a 10 point lead: CPC 45.3; LPC
35; NDP 14.1)

2021 result: LPC 48.6; CPC 41.9; NDP 6.6
e Liberals outperformed 2021 national average by 16 points.
e +11 point swing for LPC from 2019

Fleetwood—Port Kells
Liberal margin of victory in 2019: 3.9 points
e Inour penultimate polling wave (Sept 17) the CPC and LPC were essentially tied: CPC 33.9; LPC
34.9; NDP 23.8)

2021 result: LPC 45.2; CPC 30.8; NDP 19
e Liberals outperformed 2021 national average by 13 points.
e +11 point swing for LPC from 2019

Steveston—Richmond East
CPC margin of victory in 2019: 8 points
¢ In our penultimate polling wave (Sept 17) the CPC candidate had an 8 point lead: CPC 41.2; LPC
33.2; NDP 17.3)

2021 result: LPC 42.5; CPC 33.5; NDP 19.3
¢ Liberals outperformed 2021 national average by 10 points.
e +17 point swing for LPC from 2019

Richmond Centre
CPC margin of victory in 2019: 4.8 points
e In our penultimate polling wave (Sept 17) the CPC and LPC were tied: CPC 39; LPC 39.3; NDP
14.6)

2021 result: LPC 39.3; CPC 37.1; NDP 18.1
e liberals outperformed 2021 national average by 7 points.
e +7 point swing for LPC from 2019
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CPC Model
August 16, 2021
Predicted

Party 2019 Seats Seats pick up
Liberal 157 147 10
Conservative 121 124 11
NDP 24 34 10
Green 3 1 0
BQ 32 32 4
Other 1 0 0
Headline Vote Intention
Canada Liberal Conservative NDP BQ Green PP Other
\ 30.6% 31.4% 7.2% 5.3% 3.8% 1.8%
2019 result 33.1% 34.3% 7.6% 6.5% 1.6% 0.8%
change ' 04% | 13% | 22% | 11%
Ontario Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 36.0% 31.0% 5.1% 3.9% 1.6%
2019 result 41.6% 33.1% 6.2% 1.6% 0.8%
change . o -11% | 23% | 09%
Quebec Liberal Conservative NDP BQ Green PP Other
Vi 33.4% 16.7% 10.7% 30.7% 4.4% 2.4% 1.7%
2019 result 34.3% 16.0% 10.8% 32.4% 4.5% 1.5% 0.5%
change ’ 0.7% -0.2% -0.1% | 1.0%

BC Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 25.2% 31.2% 29.1% 5.1% 3.9% 1.5%
2019 result 26.2% 34.0% 24.4% 12.5% 1.7% 1.3%
change -1.0% 2.3% 0.2%
Alberta Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 14.9% 55.8% 18.0% 2.8% 6.0% 2.5%
2019 result 13.8% 69.0% 11.6% 2.8% 2.2% 0.5%
change 1.1% -0.1% 3.8% 2.0%
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ATL Canada Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 39.0% 27.5% 4.0% 1.9%
2019 result 40.9% 28.6% 1.2% 1.2%
change -1.9% -1.1% 2.8% 0.7%
SK Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
\ 12.7% 56.1% 20.9% 2.7% 4.3% 3.3%
2019 result 11.7% 64.0% 19.6% 2.6% 1.8% 0.3%
change 1.0% 1.3% 01% | 2.5%

Manitoba Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 24.1% 40.9% 24.2% 4.5% 3.9% 2.3%
2019 result 26.5% 45.2% 20 5.1% 1.7% 0.7%
change -0.7% 2.2% 1.7%
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September 15, 2021
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Predicted
Party 2019 Seats Seats pick up lose net
Liberal 157 129 3
Conservative 121 134 18
NDP 24 40 17
Green 3 0 0
BQ 32 35 7
Other 1 0 0
Headline Vote Intention
Canada Liberal Conservative NDP BQ Green pp Other
Vi 29.5% 33.4% 20.6% 7.2% 3.5% 4.8% 1.0%
2019 result 9 34.3% 16.0% 7.6% 1.6% 0.8%
-1.0% - d6% 32% | 02%
Ontario Liberal Conservative PP Other
\ 33.1% 5.0% 0.6%
2019 result 33.1% 1.6% 0.8%
0.1% 3.4% -0.1%
Quebec Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 31.7% 19.0% 11.5% 2.9% 3.3% 0.9%
2019 result 10.8% 4.5% 1.5% 0.5%
change 2 1.8% 0.4%
BC Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
\i 23.7% 34.3% 30.8% 6.7% 3.6% 0.9%
2019 result 26.2% 34.0% 24.4% 12.5% 1.7% 1.3%
change - 24% . 0.3% 1.9% -0.4%
Alberta Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
\' 13.6% 56.0% 20.3% 1.5% 6.6% 2.1%
2019 result 13.8% 69.0% 11.6% 2.8% 2.2% 0.5%
change -0.3% -1.3% 4.3% 1.7%
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ATL Canada Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
\ 35.6% 30.0% 22.3% 4.4% 7.1% 0.5%
2019 result 28.6% 1.2%

SK Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
Vi 12.2% 56.3% 20.9% 2.6% 6.5% 1.6%
2019 result 11.7% 64.0% 19.6% 2.6% 1.8% 0.3%
change 0.5% 1.3% 0.0%

Manitoba Liberal Conservative NDP Green PP Other
VI 22.3% 42.2% 24.8% 3.5% 6.0% 1.1%
2019 result 26.5% 45.2% ” 20.8% 5.1% 1.7% 0.7%

0.5%

-1.6%
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Ridings Under Threat

Parliamentary Democracy with FPTP — 338 elections

Riding Margin Green
Candidate
1. Richmond Centre 772 Yes
2, Steveston—Richmond East 3,477 Yes
3. Coquitlam—Port Coquitlam 4,547 No
4, Fleetwood—Port Kells 6,797 Yes
5. ‘Markham—Stouffville 9,033 Yes
6. Warkham—Unionville 2,999 Yes
7. Richmond Hill 4,069 No
8. Willowdale 7,127 Yes
9. Don Valley North 9,969 Yes
10. Scarborough—Agincourt 10,082 Yes
11. Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill 1,460 No
12. Newmarket—Aurora 3,035 Yes
13. Mississauga—Centre (to a certain extent) 12,329 Yes
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9/2/2021 The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the Conservative Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight China to the end!

~ The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the
- Conservative Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight

China to the end!

Montréal, Montreal, Canada

Y © 2SR A - wa €
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%
[ The Canadian version of "Trump"? Scared the baby! ]

The new leader of the Conservative Party-Erin O'Toole.

Since he was elected as the leader of the Conservative Party, he has
attracted the attention of many Chinese because he really loves cue

Chinal
Although the Conservative Party has always been less friendly to China,

O'Toole is significantly more radical and tougher than his predecessor,

Schell.

hitps://mp.weixin.qg.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDDsHjimZWA 1/22
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O'Toole and Trudeau hold opposite attitudes towards China

Recall that 5 years ago, when Trudeau was asked about the country he
admired the most during the campaign, he said that he admired China
the most, because China’'s system of one-party governance and multi-
party participation in politics always allows the government to act

quickly and implement it. Agenda.

But for the same issue of his "most admired country”, O'Toole specifically

published his own statement...

O'Toole said that the country he admires most is the country he will

devote his life to serving-Canada.

And think that he will soon be able to convince Canadians to trust him

and make him the next prime minister.

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/TS-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 2/22
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§i212021 The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the Conservative Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight China to the end!
But before that, he believes that Canadians should first understand his

position on China.

O'Toole said: If he becomes prime minister, he will confront China.

NATIONAIZPOST

Full Comment

Erin O'Toole: As prime minister, |
will stand up to China

Every time we refuse to stand up for liberty and our core beliefs
and interests as a nation in the face of aggression from the
Chinese regime, we legitimize its behaviour and encourage
more bad actions

Special to National Post & Erin O’Toole
Sep 01, 2020 - Last Updated 23 hours ago « 4 minute read

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a 1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA k 3/22



EOT0000001_R
EOT0000001_R

EOT0000001
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_ According to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), on February
22, the Conservative Party initiated a proposal to claim China's so-called

"genocide” aga.inst Xinjiang Uyghurs. In a vote in the Canadian House of
Representatives, 266 of the 338 members voted in favor. . The resolution

was passed.

On February 16, O'Toole, the leader of the Conservative Party, urged the
Canadian government to put pressure on the International Olympic
Committee to replace the host country of the 2022 Winter Olympics on

the grounds of China's “genocide” in Xinjiang.

This request was rejected by the Canadian Olympic Organizing

Committee.

In response to O'Toole's remarks, Trudeau said that Canada and the
International Olympic Committee are studying this issue, saying that "we
will certainly continue to pay close attention”, but he hesitated to use

the term "genocide”.

O'Toole attributed the predicament of China-Canada relations to the
"weakness" of the Trudeau government, claiming that "the government
has made serious mistakes on security and trade issues," and suggested
setting up a special committee to comprehensively review Canada-China

relations.

In addition, O'Toole called on the Trudeau government to take a
"tougher” stance against China and Huawei, including "blocking" Huawei
in the country's 5G network construction within 30 days, and banning
companies and applications controlled by China (mobile phones). APP,
such as WeChat)

hitps://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 4/22
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Trudeau emphasized that there is no need to escalate the dispute with

China.

-,

Hon. | L'hon.

ERIN O'TOOLE

Durham, ON
CONSERVATIVE | CONSERVATEUR

Many Chinese have expressed their support for the Liberal Party after

learning of O'Toole's attitude towards China.

https://mp.weixin.gq.com/s/TS-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 5122
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7Y 77
XABRMBEZEAEARE! %E:i?.%’:% A=
ARIE, FEFNHRINBRETF=, EEWMER
RIS

{

/l\ . xﬁ, fﬁxl’:{&{@ J“‘rc}

Some netizens originally had great opinions on the Liberal Party, but now
they can only choose the Liberal Party next time. After all, the

Conservative Party is even worse.

hitps://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsimZWA 6/22
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Some netizens said that Canada is a diversified country of immigrants. If
the Conservative Party's far-right is elected, Canada's multiculturalism

will no longer exist, and WeChat may also be banned.

WeChat is an indispensable app for many Chinese. It is used to contact
family and friends. The ban on WeChat alone has aroused opposition

from many Chinese Canadians.

Canadian version of Trump

In December of last year, someone discovered that the door of the "Hello
Everyone” restaurant in the Toronto area was posted with a picture

prompting to wear a mask and printed "Please wear a mask to prevent

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 7122
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Wuhan unidentified pneumonia”. Within a few hours after the information
was exposed online, the store and his supporters and protesters had

fierce disputes on the Internet.

Someone posted an open letter in both Chinese and English on the
restaurant door, hoping that the store would treat customers who spoke
Cantonese and Mandarin the same. The person who posted the open
letter was attacked by cybercrime and was fired from the company where

he was threatened to work.

On December 10, the police went to the store to deal with it, and the
store removed the sign that said "Wuhan pneumonia” on the same day.
From the evening of the 9th to the morning of the 10th, the restaurant

glass was graffiti.

hitps://imp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA ) 8/22
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So far, the incident itself is still a disparity among the people. Many
—~ Chinese are offended by this title and have made some radical

counterattacks.

But after the politicians came off the stage, the incident was brought to
life by the media and used by politicians. In the end, it turned out to be

a national security issue.

FlaX e EmMNRBEE (Godwin Chan) EERLRHFE, BEHEUERE
NAMEZTNRIAITA " REREREMGREEK.

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsjimZWA 9/22
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National PostRRTXE, AT EMH, BEE"HRNHR" XN EXRKUNEEZ
—, BERELUEGRENARMHRETARBREZE, UAPEANEERBTELAEEH
X ERER" BN AR HIRIRMZE.

RE/REET National PostiiRE, FHiTiL: "XREATIEEZMN. —ROUBATHE

MEAAXENARMERNANFTZERIC. EHEEFLARANIEFEEHE—D
HREMEN. HhER: BRCAAEERXKENINERIIFMB -

https:/fmp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpOVKWhDs{imZWA 10/22
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B, BAM ' HNHR" X—BRESBRRNENERERESHINEEZLTES. YMNME
~  KERZZMNEMN BEENER. BEENEREFRLAIEBRZEEE. LT %
BEEAOTFE"HXIEF.

XMEE. . . BRBRERNSHEE.

REXE, —HARLRIEERFIRANEHIRTRANKY, BNSHRRITAT
EEMF.

BRARABEELEXL"ZAE"AFTREELHN. BRMENKE, EREEBEIBHIXER
7.

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsjimZWA 12/22
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BERZETEBENRNE, XEEHEFRSNE, "HUTHLEENRBEFHARNERK
BiER. FREBNEHEENBEHENRE.,

BHEEERE, RiRGEAEK?

hitps://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 13/22
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BRAETRERBTECHENRESE, EfbEE:

ft—ESRREMEAARTRE, SPEHEFNSEK, MIFEXTMEREAS. FEARH
MEXREABREXER.

AR, BEFRAFEARREANSTHERARTMERE,

HETING, SXZHEABRINEXANEN, HESTEIMBMNEBE XETE
BHEBRSNE.

XBE, KRAR—TE,

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 14122
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ik,
RMXRBEAEMM?

W%E—mﬂ%—;iﬂ,EM%K%@AE%%W@%ﬁ,$%§ﬂﬁﬁ&m,ﬁ&m
FETRRE?

EQR, RPARIEROFEESHARBHFIGT!
EARREEFHEREHRGChineseVirusZF, FATNIBZIEUNRFBEEES.
MBEBERAFTEREASENEEXFR:

TFERERFARAROFONEES LREKBTE, URLEE, ASRRRESRE

HETILE, RREH. BHRBEEPELLZESMEZRE. BOH, +/LER, 60%
- HEZEAENTEEFRA.
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9/2/2021 The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the Conservative Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight China to the end!
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9/2/2021 The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the Conservative Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight China to the end!

RIEHEHET

g

ZMEENSELRERD.

K3t

BE. BERS%

SEZENEERRE, AMBEITRENEE, AESERTELSEKMBER. BFRI. &
b, EFERUNARHRMES, MEERIPRER,

MRERRK: IRERTELEEF, SALCEHEBERNNSREENGEE, MEN
fEAT B AR

REREREARAERICREBETRHIVAK.

"Mékk@%—¢é@ﬁ$%%ﬁ%,%%ﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ&%éﬁ%@@ﬂ?%@&@%&
.

“MNFHFEREBREAL, EEEFREGAEE.

B AAE2020F98MZTHT.

HRERHBRERE

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/T9-1a1MpDVKWbDsrjimZWA 18122



EOTO0000001_R
EOT0000001_R

EOTO0000001

8/2/2021 The Canadian version of "Trump"? The leader of the Conservative Party wants to block WeChat and vowed to fight China to the end!
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9/2/2021 R-MEHEE! NEXRTREREBHFNE, ESTENNEE!
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9/2/2021 N—MERE! MEAFETRERENRE, E5PENREIR!
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The Conservative Party O'Toole said: Once elected as the
next prime minister of Canada, First ban WeChat and then
suppress Huawei! Swear to fight China to the end!

Original CEICHI{E 2 IR IR www.ceic.ca
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August is about to end, and the federal election is getting closer and closer.
The four major parties have recently been canvassing voters. In addition to
promising to continue to send (give away) money, All party leaders tried
their best to create public opinion to draw public attention
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The leader of the Conserva‘tzve Party, Erin O'Toole, set his sights on China.
He is not trying to build a good relationship with the Chinese people, but

threatening to fight China to the end once he is elected!

NP Comment

Erin O’'Toole: It’s time for Canada
to stand up to China, and stand
up for freedom

FUiR SRR "E-EE R ETHINERNEL T EX LT RS
SKFERTIE K", S NI "

O'Toole said in an interview: "China has been trying to interfere with
Canada's internal affairs, and the so-called "genocide” against Uyghurs in

Xinjiang, etc. is outrageous!”

DA At VA A i 2 KR 1% M e b il 70 v [ 6 AT, RO R E A IE ST R

IR A U P 1T e

Therefore, he believes that Canada should stand firmly on the opposite side
of China and oppose China’s improper behavior.

O'Toole is not just talking.

EOTO0000001
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On February 16" 2021, O'Toole repeatedly urged the Canadian government
to pressure the International Olympic Committee to replace the host
country of the 2022 Winter Olympics on the grounds of China’s “genocide”
in Xinjiang.

However, his proposal was blocked by Prime Minister Trudeau because
Trudeau thought the term "genocide” was too radical, and the Canadian
Olympic Organizing Committee also rejected O'Toole's request.

O'Toole became angry and publicly accused Trudeau of weakness and
incompetence, calling his decision a "fatal mistake.”

He said recently that he will soon replace Trudeau and become the next
prime minister of Canada.

And he said that once he is elected, he will take tough measures against
China and Huawei: Huawei will be "banned” during the construction of the
5G network in Canada, and mobile apps controlled by China will be banned,

including WeChat!

EOT0000001
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Looking at these crazy remarks, do you feel familiar? O'Toole is like former U.S.
President Trump 2.0, who has completely inherited his mantle.

In fact, O'Toole has already shown signs that he is "matching” Trump.

In December 2020, the slogan below was posted on the window of a restaurant in
Toronto, Canada: Please wear a mask to prevent Wuhan pneumonia
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For a while, the sentimem was infuriated, and many nearby Chinese felt the
deep discrimination and went to the restaurant to protest and demand the
restaurant to remove the slogan.

As the event fermented online, O'Toole also smelled an "opportunity.”

He issued an article saying: "Any business has the right to post their own
opinions. These opposing voices come from foreign interference forces.
That is the real threat.”

Hon. | L‘ho,'
ERIN O'TOOLE
Durham, ON
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So O'Toole appealed to other residents to come to the restaurant to spend
more, and to boycott those Chinese who protested the slogan.

These operations are very similar to Trump who said that the new crown is a
Chinese virus. Regardless of right and wrong, the anger of the people
around the world against the new crown epidemic is transferred to China,
making the situation of Chinese people around the world worrisome.

Afterwards, serious incidents of racial discrimination occurred in various
parts of North America, and many Chinese were greatly harmed.

O'Toole expressed his anti-Chinese sentiment so thoroughly that he even
said: "His disagreements with the Chinese government have nothing to do
with China, the Chinese people, or Canadian Chinese. At the same time, he

3

does not allow any discrimination against Chinese people.’

EOT0000001
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If O'Toole is successfully elected as the next prime minister of Canada, can
the incidents of discrimination against the Chinese not soar? !

O'Toole also criticized the Canadian Liberal Party, led by Trudeau, for its
problems with the prevention and control of the pandemic.

He believes that residents should not be forced to vaccinate, and everyone
should have the right to choose. He himself is not very concerned about the
vaccination.

As a result, O'Toole "successfully” infected the COVID-19 virus in September
last year.

The survey shows that only 28% of respondents said they liked O'Toole,
leader of the Conservative Party, and 48% disliked him.

The general election in Canada is an important opportunity for everyone to
exercise their rights. Our Chinese friends must understand the background
of the candidates before voting!
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This morning, one of my Chinese friends forwarded me an article entitled “Another Trump .... Block
WecChat...”, which is about the leader of the Conservative Party of Canada. | am shocked by this fake
news, full of distorted and misleading information. Ethnic Chinese people play an important role in
Canadian’s multicultural society and are concerned about the Canada-China relationship. Erin has
indeed indicated that he will “stand up to China and stand up for freedom”, because freedom and
democracy are part of Canadian’s core values, for which most Canadians stand. However, Erin didn't,
under any circumstances say that he will “block WeChat”. During this internet age, it is frustrating to try
to distinguish truth from the false information going around. However, | hope you will take the time to
validate and discern what is true and, in the end - make the right choice!

John Weston Former MP and Conservative Candidate for West Vancouver - Sunshine Coast - Sea to Sky
Country

SREEAPELBERT —BEA T—NIE, HFXAREHNXTRFEIR Erin 0'Toole X
E, REEERTRUMRERURXPAARNNEINERTRG. LEBREMERZITX
UHESHNEZARIMY, LEBROPMKER. Erin LIEFFRRMAE, “stand up to China and
stand up for freedom *, REMABEMERZLOMERN—BD, BEENEDTALBKIZER
To AMEn REAERTZEARIFAXRT HRUE VTR AXPMEEMNANR, BR=
B EMAERESNBRILAER, FNBEEEANMERNEGEER, FERNAE. FIA &%
KULREBHRIE, EEBH S ENEF!

MERFETETELSINAR, TWESTH West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast -Sea to Sky Country {E1% A

John Weston
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Tory Leadership Race Is Fracturing The Chinese-Canadian Community

Some of the organizing tactics that Conservative supporters are using to target ethnic communities are
particularly problematic. To many people's surprise, a candidate with the name Brad Trost has become
hugely popular in the Chinese community, especially with the Chinese evangelicals.

By Karen Lin, Contributor

HuffPost

May 4, 2017, 09:32 AM EDT

Dubbing the Conservative leadership race a zoo exhibition is the easy way out.

Maclean's contributor Scott Gilmore expressed his distaste of how far right the party has gone, from
Maxime Bernier wanting to send troops to the border, to Brad Trost denying climate change flat out.
Gilmore is left wondering how he "ended up in party seemingly dominated by xenophobic, economically
illiterate, populist buffoons."

Bloomberg via Getty Images

Brad Trost, member of Parliament and Conservative Party leadership candidate. (Photo: Ben
Nelms/Bloomberg via Getty Images)

What he doesn't realize is that some of the organizing tactics that Conservative supporters are using to
target ethnic communities are particularly problematic. To many people's surprise, a candidate with the
name Brad Trost has become hugely popular in the Chinese community, especially with the Chinese
evangelicals.

Brad who? Yeah, my thoughts exactly. If you follow mainstream Canadian politics, you are probably
oblivious to what a Conservative backbencher from Saskatchewan does. Targeting ethnic communities is
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not new in Canadian politics. However, this Conservative leadership race has opened up a whole new
can of worms of ethnic and identity politics which will haunt them in the long run.

Supporters have exploited the same tactics and rhetoric that were used during the Culturol Revolution.

The most visible political mobilization has not come from the left, but rather from the far right of the
Chinese communities. And they have had some recent success. In 2015, the riding of Markham-
Unionville was considered a safe Liberal seat with 57 per cent Chinese residing in the riding. However,
the Parents Alliance of Ontario, a now-defunct organization which consists of mostly Chinese Christians
from mainland China, distributed rounds of fliers in the riding claiming the Liberals will make children
smoke marijuana, build injection sites and force children to address their parents as "sperm donors."
That coupled with a very unpopular sex-ed curriculum in Ontario pushed out the heavily favoured
Liberal candidate. The Conservatives snatched that seat to everyone's, surprise including their own.

A specter is haunting the Chinese-Canadian community. But nobody can agree about what it is, and
whether it's good or bad. In my opinion, it is a very interesting phenomenon that deserves national
attention. In this round of Conservative leadership race, some of Brad Trost's Chinese supporters have
exploited the same tactics and rhetoric that were used during the Cultural Revolution. | am just as
amused and bewildered as | am frightened.
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Literature | received on my phone reads in Chinese: "In order to save Canada, we need to join the
Conservative Party on the firing line to vote for Brad Trost.” The phrase "join the party on the firing line"
was a frequently used slogan during the Cultural Revolution. Its purpose was to urge the mass to join the
communist party and pledge allegiance to chairman Mao.

Free oil changes at a body shop, a discount on visa applications at a travel agency, a discount at a
restaurant in the multitudes of $15 (the cost of buying a Conservative Party membership) were
alsooffered by this apparent supporter.

Other campaign literature content is far more incendiary. They consistently demonstrate a theme
of homophobia and Islamophobia. But it is far too easy for me to call these people homophobes,
Islamophobia or bigots, although some of them probably are.

The Conservative Party's tactics of campaigning on social values will no longer pay out political
dividends.

I talked to some Chinese Christians who openly support Brad Trost. Beneath the veneer of their anger
and frustration, | sensed their pain and struggle. They felt that casting a ballot for Trost is their way to
tell the rest of the world that they still exist and their values still matter. If we are honest with ourselves,
we have to admit that these are legitimate reactions they have when they experience cultural change.
We are asking these new immigrants to absorb a lot very quickly. And not everybody is good at that.
Change is hard. Canada has become far more cosmopolitan, multicultural, tolerant and socially liberal
than it was a generation ago. These social and demographic shift cannot be undone.

Traditionally, Conservatives have always organized and mobilized the Chinese community with the
message that Chinese Canadians and they share similar social values, such as a strong sense of family
with the occasional add on of opposition to same sex marriage, marijuana and abortion depends on
which riding they are targeting at the time. What they do not realize is that there is an undercurrent of
social change within the Chinese community, too, as more people from Mainland China immigrate to
Canada.

In a recent survey done by Global Times, a communist propaganda mouthpiece, more than 40 per cent
polled said they would support same-sex marriage in China, another 40 per cent expressed a neutral
bosition on the issue, while 19 per cent opposing the same-sex marriage. This represents a gradual shift
from their perceived "value voters" base within the Chinese community. In a decade, the Conservative
Party's tactics of campaigning on social values will no longer pay out political dividends as the issue of
same-sex marriage will likely be sidelined by the changing demographic within the Chinese community.
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Tony Bock via Getty Images

In the age of alternative facts and fake news, both the Conservative and Liberal parties must rethink
their outreach strategies.

The Conservatives and Liberals have traditionally organized the Chinese community on social and
economic issues, respectively. They have consistently and intentionally swayed Chinese Canadians to
the polar opposite of what mainstream Canadians feel on these issues. Pew Research Global in 2013

have shown that at least 75 per cent of Canadians are overwhelmingly supportive of same-sex marriage.
But the Conservatives have always used this as wedge issue in their outreach to the Chinese community.

Similarly, the Liberals have always campaigned on its trade success with China when the most recent
Nanos polis have shown that 90 per cent of Canadians are weary of trade deals with China.

Instead of creating these artificial fissures just to gain a few seats within some heavily Chinese-
populated ridings, both political parties must spend some of their political capital to educate and
encourage Chinese constituents to embrace Canadian values and give them time and space to accept
cultural shifts they experience as newcomers.

EOTO0000001
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Nanos survey: Canadians' view of Conservative race
CTVNews.ca
Friday, May 26, 2017 5:08PM EDT

Last Updated Friday, May 26, 2017 6:20PM EDT

A new poll suggests half of Canadians can’t decide which of the 13 Conservative leadership candidates
would make the best prime minister.

Twenty per cent of Canadians say none of the hopefuls would make the best prime minister, and 33 per
cent aren’t sure, according to the latest data from a Nanos Research survey for CTV.

e Arandom telephone and online survey of 1,000 eligible voters asked: “Which of the following
candidates for the leadership of the Conservative Party of Canada would make the best Prime
Minister?”

One in six Canadians believe Maxime Bernier would make the best prime minister, and more than one in
four say Kellie Leitch would be the worst PM.

The survey, conducted earlier this week, comes days before the Conservative candidates and members
gather in Toronto for the final leg of the year-long race. Speeches are scehduled Friday, and a winner
will be announced Saturday.

Nanos survey participants were chosen randomly and reflect the feelings of voters nationwide, and not
solely the Conservative membership.

Respondents said the best potential prime minister was:
e Unsure: 33.1 per cent
* None of them: 20.3 per cent
e  Maxime Bernier: 17.4 per cent
*  Michael Chong: 10 per cent
e  Lisa Raitt: 7.7 per cent
e Andrew Scheer: 4.1 per cent
e Erin O'Toole: 2.3 per cent
e Steven Blaney, Kellie Leitch and Chris Alexander: 1 per cent
e Pierre Lemieux: 0.7 per cent
e Deepak Obhrai and Brad Trost: 0.5 per cent

e Rick Peterson and Andrew Saxton: 0.2 per cent

EOTO0000001



Asked who would make the worst prime minister, respondents said:

Unsure: 43.8 per cent

Kellie Leitch: 27 per cent
Maxime Bernier: 8.2 per cent
None of them: 5.5 per cent
Deepak Obhrai: 4.4 per cent
Lisa Raitt: 2.2 per cent

Brad Trost: 2 per cent

Chris Alexander: 1.8 per cent
Steven Blaney: 1.7 per cent
Michael Chong: 1.5 per cent
Erin O’Toole and Pierre Lemieux: 0.6 per cent
Rick Peterson: 0.4 per cent

Andrew Saxton and Andrew Scheer: 0.1 per cent

Best PM by region
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New numbers from the Conservative Party suggest that this leadership race is the largest of any party in
Canadian history. By Thursday, 125,000 ballots had been received from the eligible 259,010 members —
a turnout of nearly 50 per cent. That surpasses the previous record turnout of 200,000 for the Canadian
Alliance in 2000.

Many of those ballots have been cast by mail from ridings across Canada. Voters are asked to rank their

candidates by order of preference. The winner must have 50 per cent plus one of the votes, or 16,901
points through the party’s points system. The system assigns 100 points to each riding.

According to Nanos survey results:

One in four B.C. respondents said “none of them” would make the best prime minister,

followed by Michael Chong (11 per cent)

In the Prairies, one in five respondents said Maxime Bernier would make the best prime

minister

Ontario respondents were narrowly split over Michael Chong (17 per cent) and Maxime Bernier

{16 per cent)

“None of them” led the survey in Quebec (28 per cent), followed by Bernier (25 per cent)

In Atlantic Canada, more than one in five respondents said “none of them” would make the

best PM, followed by Lisa Raitt (18 per cent)
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Who can unite the Conservatives?

The crowded race has often sparked heated policy debates. Kellie Leitch’s divisive “Canadian values”
pitch and plan to screen newcomers to Canada has drawn consternation from other candidates, and
Michael Chong’s vocal support for a carbon tax has made him stand out from the pack.

Survey respondents were asked which candidate would best unite the Conservative party. Almost half
(45 per cent) said they were unsure, but Maxime Bernier came out as the top candidate, at 15.4 per
cent.

e Unsure: 45.4_ per cent

e Maxime Bernier: 15.4 per cent

*« None of them: 11.2 per cent

e Lisa Raitt: 7.5 per cent

e  Andrew Scheer: 7.4 per cent

¢ Michael Chong: 4.3 per cent

e Erin O'Toole: 2.9 per cent

s Steven Blaney: 1.6 per cent

o Kellie Leitch: 1.2 per cent

e  Deepak Obhrai and Brad Trost: 0.7 per cent

e  Chris Alexander: 0.6 per cent

e  Pierre Lemieux: 0.5 per cent

e  Rick Peterson: 0.4 per cent

e Andrew Saxton: 0.3 per cent
Bernier, Raitt, Chong best for drawing votes

Survey respondents were asked how likely they would be to vote Conservative in the next federal
election based on each possible leadership candidate. Maxime Bernier drew the most support, with 30
per cent of voters saying they’d be more likely or somewhat more likely. Similar support was reported
for Lisa Raitt (26 per cent) and Michael Chong {23 per cent).

In terms of unfavourability, half of respondents said they’d be less likely or somewhat less likely to vote
Conservative under Bernier. Those numbers dropped to 48 per cent under Raitt and 46 per cent under
Chong.

Almost two thirds of those polled said they’d be less likely to support the Tories under Kellie Leitch’s
leadership, with 58 per cent less likely to vote Conservative and 6 per cent somewhat less likely.
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Liberals likeliest to work with Trump, manage economy

Each of the 13 Conservative candidates has fought hard to position themselves as the best alternative to
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in 2019. But when it comes to the economy, survey results suggest
Canadians believe the Liberals have the best economic program and are most likely to work with the
Trump administration. '

More than a third of Canadians (38 per cent) said the Liberals have the best economic plan, foliowed by
the Conservatives (30 per cent) and the NDP (13 per cent). Two per cent say the Green Party has the
best plan, and 1 per cent support the Bloc Quebecois. Fifteen per cent are unsure.

The new numbers reflect 13 per cent growth in support for the Liberals’ economic plan compared to
polling in August 2015. Support for the NDP’s plan has dropped 13 per cent since the pre-election
survey. Conservative support remained unchanged.

The Liberals are also considered the most likely to work with the White House {40 per cent), followed by
the Conservatives (35 per cent) and the NDP (3 per cent). Both the Greens and Bloc Quebecois garnered
1 per cent support. One in five respondents said they weren’t sure who was likeliest to work with
Trump. :

Poll Methodology

Nanos conducted an RDD dual frame {land-and cell-lines) hybrid telephone and online random survey of
1,000 Canadians, 18 years of age or older, between May 24 and 25, 2017 as part of an omnibus survey.
Participants were randomly recruited by telephone using live agents and administered a survey online.
The margin of error for a random survey of 1,000 Canadians is +3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of
20.
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Election ads on WeChat posted by users: company
Chinese social media company says it doesn't accept political ads

Elizabeth Thompson
CBC News
Posted: Oct 14, 2019 4:00 AM EDT | Last Updated: October 20, 2019

Canadian election ads are appearing on the popular WeChat social media platform. (Petar
Kujundzic/Reuters)

Note: This story has been updated from a previous version to include new information from WeChat
owner Tencent. See full note below.

A Conservative attack ad spotted on Chinese social media giant WeChat was posted by a user without
the company's knowledge, says the owner of the popular site.

The platform's owner, Tencent, says election ads aren’t running on its popular WeChat social media site
and it has not set up an ad registry in Canada.

"WeChat does not accept or support political ads on its platform," spokeswoman Lisa Kennedy wrote in
a statement.

CBC News obtained a copy of a Conservative Party attack ad that ran on WeChat the week of October
9 in Chinese and English, claiming that a re-elected Liberal government under Justin Trudeau would
legalize "hard drugs".

EOTO0000001
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MAZHEBRE SR Ema A
JUS TIN TRUDEAU HAS A PLAN TO LEGALIZE HARD DRUGS!

= %gz , HRZWERE During the Leaders debate in French,
MED S ,‘41,};9 f@gﬁ Justin Trudeau was asked if he would L

;ﬁ%g B g hard drugs. He said “Not right away."

Justin Trudeau's Liberals have a
plan to legalize hard drugs just like
they legalized marijuana.

ARERMNETRS  AEIOR PLEASE VOTE FOR YOUR CONSERVATIVE
21 BRREGFRIRTRIREA CANDIDATES ONOCT 21.

AUTRORITED BT THE CFFICIAL ATENT FOR THE CONSERATIE PARTY OF CANADA

This Conservative Party ad appeared on WeChat. After an internal verification, the site's owner says it
was posted by a user.

"Justin Trudeau's Liberals have a plan to legalize hard drugs just like they legalized marijuana,” reads the
ad. "Only Andrew Scheer's Conservatives will stop Trudeau's hard drug legalization plan and keep our
kids safe."”

The ad carries the Conservative Party's logo and says it was "authorized by the official agent for the
Conservative Party of Canada.” It's similar to an attack ad that appeared on the Conservative Party's
official website on Oct. 9. :

Members of Elections Canada's social media monitoring team also have spotted Canadian election ads
on WecChat, said spokeswoman Natasha Gauthier.

"WeChat is one of the websites that they keep an eye on," she said. "The team has seen political ads on
WeChat but the team is not focused on detecting potential compliance or non-compliance.”

Gauthier could not say which parties or candidates’ ads Elections Canada officials have spotted on
WeChat.

Kennedy said Tencent conducted an internal review after the CBC reported on the presence of the
Conservative ad on WeChat and confirmed it did not receive payment for it to be on the site. The
company said it appears to have been posted there by a WeChat user.

"WeChat allows users to send messages or share images and videos with other users but has no role in
the creation or posting of user-content on its platform," the company said in a statement. "Some user-
posted content on WeChat may contain personal political views or advocacy.”

She said the company has been contacted by Canadian authorities about the ad and is answering their
guestions.
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No comment from Conservatives

Conservative campaign manager Hamish Marshall refused to comment on which social media platforms
the party is using for advertising in the election.

"We don't comment on our advertising strategy," he said.

Since then, he has not responded to requests to confirm that the party placed the ad found on WeChat.
The party has been running a similar ad on Facebook.

Canada's Chinese community is one of the groups the Conservative Party hopes to win over in this
election.

Trudeau has denied the Liberals have any plans to legalize hard drugs.
The Liberals said they are advertising on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, but not on WeChat.

The New Democrats said the party has focused its online advertising on Facebook and Instagram and the
national campaign is not advertising on WeChat.

The new elections law

Under recent changes to Canada's elections law, online companies that accept political ads during the
election campaign have to set up digital registries of all of the political ads running on their platforms,
with copies of the ads and information about who authorized them. The requirement has prompted
some internet giants, including Google, to stop accepting political ads in Canada during the federal
election.

The law can apply to companies located anywhere in the world if the number of visitors from Canada to
their sites exceeds a certain threshold.

Platforms that publish in a language other than English or French must have more than 100,000 unique
visitors from Canada each month to be subject to the law. Bryan Segal, senior vice-president of
Comscore (which measures web traffic), said WeChat gets an average of 616,000 unique visitors in
Canada per month.

Elections commissioner can investigate

Gauthier said Elections Canada's monitors are looking for examples of online misinformation or
disinformation about how and where to vote. They are not, however, responsible for checking' whether
an online platform that is subject to the law has set up an online registry.

Commissioner of Canada Elections Yves Coté can investigate if someone files a complaint, said Gauthier.

"It is an offence to be an online platform that meets these thresholds and to not have this registry. So
that is an offence under the act,” she said.

"Penalties can range from administrative monetary penalties to what the commissioner calls compliance
agreements, which it publishes on its website."

However, parties and candidates are not required by law to verify whether an online platform has set up
a digital ad registry before they advertise, she said.
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Michelle Laliberté, a spokeswoman for Coté, said the commissioner’s office doesn't "proactively carry
out monitoring or surveillance of digital platforms," but it can investigate complaints.

"While 1 can't speak to whether or not we have received complaints in relation to this issue, if someone
were to bring forward a complaint we would evaluate it to see if it falls within the Commissioner's

mandate."
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5/17/23, 2:23 PM Extreme-rignt misinformation is flooding Chinese mediz in Canada - and observers say there’s virtually nothing stopping it | TheSp...

CANADA

Extreme-right misinformation is flooding Chinese media
in Canada - and observers say there’s virtually nothing
stopping it

By Jeremy Nuttall Star Vancouver

4 Sun., 0ce, 20,2019 {10 min.read

i,

& Article was updated Mar. 03,2020

VANCOUVER—Some of the posts suggest teaching sexual and gender identity in schools could cause an AIDS outbreak. Others
warn Mexicans are streaming across the border to sell drugs or that hatred against Muslims is only natural. The articles are called
misinformation by some and flat out hate speech by others.

They are but a sampling of the far-right rhetoric on Chinese-language websites and social media platforms like WeChat, often
described as a cross between Facebook and Twitter. Observers warn that there’s almost nothing challenging a torrent of anti-
refugee, anti-LGBT and anti “white liberal” literature spiking online.

"When this privileged group settled down in Canada, they will have an easy life withoutevening finding a job,” reads one article
touching on Muslim refugees when discussing Chinese voters. It was written by contributor Feng Si Hai on Chinese-language news
publication Lahoo.ca. in March 2019.

"What's more, some of them could make trouble, break the law and even harm a child. It is natural that hatred toward them will
arise. The religicus conflicts will make the situation worse. How could our society be peaceful?!” reads the article.

Such sentiments have also popped up in Chinese political organizations and churches, according to community members. They
worry that barriers to truthful information combined with conservative politics are leading to the exploitation of Chinese people by
far-right elements and could hamper the ability of Chinese people in Canada to make informed decisions.

There are votes to be gained as Canadian political parties reach out to immigrants, and Chinese voters are one of the largest pools.

Chinese people represent about 20 per cent of minorities in Canada, according to Statistics Canada, with hundreds of thousands
living in Vancouver and Toronto alone. In those cities, some ridings are more than 50 per cent Chinese.

They are increasingly being courted by far right content or outright misinformation created by writers who often use pen names.

hitps://www.thespec.com/news/canada/2019/10/20/extreme-right-misinformation-is-flooding-chinese-media-in-canada-and-observers-say-there-s-virtu...  1/5
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5/17/23, 2:23 PM Extreme-right misinformation is flooding Chinese media in Canada - and observers say there's virtually nothing stopping it | TheSp...
For example, Feng, who has also written that a child being proud of having two mothers isa “scorn on human ethics,” is not the
writer's real name. In an interview with Star Vancouver, Lahoo editor-in-chief Lac Mai said Feng is a real person writing under a
pen name for protection.

" Butprior to Lao’s explanation, other staff at the publication said Feng was actually a floating pen name used by a number of people.
In the interview Lao insisted that isn't the case and underlined he and his staff don’t necessarily agree with the opinions written.

"We have that freedom of speech,” Lao said through an interpreter.

InFeng's 2019 column about voting, it’s alleged Justin Trudeau ignored the case of 13-year-old Marrisa Shen, whose body was found
inapark in Burnaby in July 2017. In September 2018, a Syrian refugee, Ibrahim Ali, was charged in her death.

In January 2018 an 11-year-old girl in Toronto told police she had been attacked by an Asian man with scissors who cut off her hijab.
Justin Trudeau tweeted his condemnation of the attack. Police investigated the alleged incident and determined that the events did
not happen. The family of the girl who made the false claims later apologized.

Feng's column accuses Trudeau of caring more about the Muslim girl in Toronto than he did about the Shen murder because
Muslims vote more than Chinese people.

Lao said the article is being misinterpreted and it's really just meant to encourage Chinese people to vote. He said that when
columns by Feng are submitted, they believe what he writes and don't feel the need to fact check them.

Lahoo also publishes straight news pieces and Feng is just one columnist, but the internet is flooded with Chinese-language
misinformation from a number of sources.

Backin May, Chauncey Jung, a contributor for website SupChina, who once interned for the Liberal Party and has written about the
issue, said there has been a steady increase of false news or misinformation in Toronto since the story about the Muslim girl who
claimed to be have been attacked broke in 2018.

Chinese articles on WeChat raged against the girl and against Trudeau for tweeting hisresponse to the incident before police said
they had determined that the attack did not happen. But the incident caused a spike in “pure hate speech” written in Chinese, Jung
said.

The tension was made worse later in the year when Ali was arrested and charged with Shen’s murder, His court appearance in

Vancouver brought anti-refugee protests by demonstrators carrying Chinese signs.
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Jung said it’s not just Muslims who are targeted. He said he's seen stories on WeChat alleging hundreds of Mexican drug dealers are
flooding into Canada since Ottawa stopped requiring visas for Mexicans and others claiming that Toronto police want to get
children hooked on drugs.

"It's going to be challenging for people who don’t have the access to the actual information,” he said. "If you don’t speak English,
that's going to be a barrier, if you don’t like to read things in English, that’s another barrier there.”

Kevin Huang of Vancouver’s Hua Foundation, an organization aimed at bridging cultural gaps between Chinese and other
communities, said not only is there an increasing amount of Chinese-language misinformation targeting immigrants and other
minorities, but nothing is in place to counterit.

"People are usually just overwhelmed by the fact this exists and not at a stage where we're about to design and or think about how to
counter,” he says.

Much of it stems from a history of Chinese voters being “ruled by fear” Huang said, adding that politicians and the media often use
scare tactics to dissuade Chinese voters from supporting their opponents rather than presenting a positive alternative.

The 2015 election was full of it, he said.

"The literature was fear mongering attacks on Trudeau, prostitution, neadles,” Huang said. "Is our comrmunity in general really only
about just being fearful of these things?”

Huang says one possible solution would be for governments to distribute information in more languages than just English and
French. If more government materials were written in languages like Chinese, those who speak it as a first language would at least
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have access to basic, credible information, he said.
"No one's engaging them except for ‘do your taxes and fill out these forms for your benefits,’” Huang said.
One man in Surrey, B.C., isn't waiting for the government to pitch in.
"Fake news brings people to the wrong direction; prejudice and hate,” says Jacky Jiao after tidying up a picnic table in a Surrey park
before sitting down to talk, condemning whoever left it a mess. “Few people think, they just follow others.”
When he’s not scrubbing pienic tables, the real estate agent and immigration consultant is cleaning up the internet. Jiao says he
spends about 15 hours a week on WeChat motoring through Chinese language media and writing articles debunking false
information.
WeChat has become the premier source of information for Chinese people around the world and Jiao says that often
misinformation from other countries, like the United States and United Kingdom, is spun to fit the Canadian narrative.
Much of what appears on WeChat is published elsewhere and simply shared there, similar to Twitter. Often the articles contain false
figures such as the number of refugees allowed into Canada each year, he says.
Jiao says his attempts to combat the misinformation or far-right rhetoric online have led to a lot of pushback.
"In WeChat groups, 1 get alot of attacks,” he says. “Alot of people are Trump fans. They always think right is right. They can't
distinguish the right and the extreme right.” '

Jiao says the courting of the far right via Chinese social media happens at a time when similar efforts are being made through
churches in Canada, Chinese immigrants hold Christianity in high regard, he says, reasoning that many of the world’s developed
countries have Christianity as a dominant religion.

As aresult, many are curious about the religion and become involved in churches, and some of those churches have strong views
against homosexuality or taxes, says Jiao.

Combined with the misinformation and right wing columns on WeChat, he said it makes some in the Chinese community ripe fruit
for the far right to pluck.

But even if WeChat didn’t exist, the far-right politics are hosted bj} other websites and the messaging woulid still seep through.

In 2018, a consortium of Chinese activists in Vancouver and Toronto formed the Let’s Vote Association, a group with a website in
Chinese and English encouraging people to vote for right-wing candidates in faderal, provincial and municipal elections.

The organization was in the news when some municipal candidates decried the endorsements in B.C. last year, It hasn’t made any
endorsements on its website this year.

One of its founding directors is Yali Trost, sister in law of Brad Trost, who ran unsuccessfully for leader of the Conservative Party in

2017 and lost a nomination challenge for the riding he held in Saskatchewan last year. He is not running this year and told Star
Vancouver he has no knowledge of or participation in his sister in law’s activities. Most of the association’s directors have donated to

Trost’s political campaigns in the past, according to Elections Canada information.

The association’s main page features a link to a petition opposing the Vancouver suburb of Richmond’s plan to install a rainbow
crosswalk, an initiative undertaken by many cities to support the LGBTQ community. Other articles praise Donald Trump,

champion religious freedom and question the legitimacy of refugees.

Their electoral recommendations in the past have included evangelical Christian radio show host and People’s Party of Canada
candidate Laura-Lynn Tyler Thompson, as well as Heather Leung, who was dropped asa candidate by the Conservatives earlier this
month when a 2011 video of her making statements against the LGBTQ community resurfaced.

In the video, Leung says homosexuals are "perveried” and trying to “recruit” children because they cannot procreate.

In early September, according to her website, Leung went door knocking in her riding with Lindsay Shepherd, a controversial figure
and free speech advocate criticized in the past for arranging an appearance by Faith Goldy, the white nationalist who ran for mayor

of Toronto, at Laurier University.
Leungis still running as an independent and her campaign manager is Travis Trost, Yali Trost’s husband and Brad Trost’s brother,
Leung did not respond to Star Vancouver’s attempts to contact her, including a letter outlining what the interview would be about
delivered to her home, outside of the Burnaby North-Seymour riding.

Star Vancouver requested the financial details of the Let’s Vote Association in accordance with the B.C. Societies Act.
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As per the official process, Star Vancouver filed arequest to the B.C, corporate registry asking that they compel the Let’s Vote
Association to release the information. In aletter to Star Vancouver through the registry, the society said it would not release the

information because it had not yet completed its accounting,

7 “Many immigrants to Canada and especially Chinese Canadians are reluctant to involve themselves in the political process in
Canadabecause of bad experiences they have had overseas,” reads the letter, which goes on to accuse Star Vancouver of making

them fearful.

But last October Yali Trost, a Vancouver resident according to Let’s Vote's society information, involved herself in the political
process physically when she got into an altercation with Burnaby School Board trustee candidate Larry Hayes after an all-
candidates debate in a school gymnasium. According to Vancouver radio station Newst130, Trost said she was confronting Hayes for
calling another candidate an "idiot.”

Avideo posted to Laura Lynn Tyler Thompson's Facebook page shows Hayes trying to push past Trost as she stands in front of him
while holding a baby when he tries to leave the venue before she shoves him back. The police were called. The debate itself was shut
down due to yelling from attendees protesting the province’s Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity program in public schools.

Attempts to contact Yali Trost through the Let’s Vote Association were unsuccessful.

As Canada barrels toward its election Monday the affect the push by the far right could have on the Chinese community isn't yet
known, but observers are concerned what a sustainad campaign could mean down the road.
Huang said politicians don't make enough of an effort to conduct meaningful engagement with Canada’s Chinese communities. It

seems politicians are only interested in stopping by for Lunar New Year banquets, he said, leaving a void that is filled by the far right.

The responsibility rests not just with Chinese people to speak up, Huang said, but with politicians who need to take the trend of
misinformation seriously. :
“Don't treat our community as if we're just being ruled by fear,” he said. "Lead us, Showus that we want to vote for you because you

believe in the same values I do.”
_Jeremy Nuttall is the lead investigative reporter for Star Vancouver. Follow
him on Twitter: @Nuttallreports
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