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Tory Leadershin Race Is Fracturing The Chinese-Canadian Community

Some of the orgonizing toctics thot Conservative supporters are using to targst ethnic communities are
' e g 2 £

particidarly problemaotic. To muony peogle’s surprise, o candidate with the name Brod Trost hos become
hugely popitar in the Chinese Community, especially with the Chinese evangeficals,

By Baren Lin, Sor

HufHPost

May 4, 2017, 0932 AM EDY

Dubbing the Conservative leadership race a zoo exhibition is the easy way oul.

Maclean's contributor Scott Gilmore expressed his distaste of how far right the party has gone, from
Maxime Bernigr wanting to send troops to the border, to Brad Trost denying climate change flat out
Gilmore is el wondering how he "ended up In parly seemingly dominated by xenophobic, economically
iiliterate, populist buffoons.”

Brad Trost, member of Porfisment and Conservative Party lecdership condidate. [Photo: Ben
Nelms/Bloomberg vig Getty Images)

What he doesn't realize is that some of the organizing tectics that Conservative supporters are using to
target ethnic communities are partoularly problematic. To many people's surprise, a candidate with the
rame Brad Trost has become hugely popular in the Chinese community, especially with the Chinese
evangeiicals,

Brad who? Yeah, my thoughts exactly. [ yvou follow mainstrears Canadian politics, yvou sre probably

oblivious 1o what a Conservative backbencher from Saskatchewan does. Targeting ethnic communities is
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not new in Canadian politics. However, this Conservative leadership race has opened up 3 whole new
can of worms of ethnic and identity politics which will haunt them in the fong run,

Supporters hove exploited the some toctics and rhetoric that were used during the Cultural Revolution,

The most visible political mobilization has not come from the left, but rather from the far right of the
Chinese communities. And they have had some recent success. In 2015, the riding of Markham-
Unionville was considered z safe Liberal seat with 57 per cent Chinese residing in the riding. However,
the Parents Alliznge of i}niarig 8 ﬁ{BW*{,‘ii-E?UﬁEx arganization which consists of mostly Chinese Christian
from mainland China, distributed rounds of fllers in the riding dlaiming the Uberals will make children
smoke marfjuana, bulld injection sites and force chl id*m to address their parents as "sperm donors”
That coupled with & very unpopular sex-ed curriculum in Onterio pushed out the heavily favoured
Liberal candidate. The Conservativas snatched that seat to everyone's, surprise including their own

A specter s haunting the Chingse-Canadian community. Bul nobody can agree shout what it 15, and

V:’?Euhéf it's good or bad. In my opinion, itis a very interesting phenomenon that deserves national

attention. In this round of Conservative leadarship race, some of Brad Trost's Chinese supporters have

expioited the same tactics end rhetoric that were wsed during the Cultura! Revolution. T am just as
mused and bewildered as | am frightenad,
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Literature | recetved on my phone reads in Chinese: Vin order to save Canada, we need 1o ioin the
Conservative Party on the firing line to vote for Bratﬁ frost.” The phrase "join the party on the firing ling”
was @ frequantly used éman during the Cultural Qevoiut‘cﬁ its purpose was to urge the mass 1o join the
commurist party end pledge ailegiance 1o chairman Mao.

discount on viss applications at a travel agency, 2 discount 2t 3
5 { the cost of buying a Conservative Party membership) wers

H

Free oll changes at a body shop, 2
restaurant inthe muit tudes of 51
zizootfered by this spparent support

Other campalgn literature content is far more incendiary, They consistently demonstrate a theme
of homophobiz and islamophobla. But it is far too easy for ma to call these peogle homophobes,
Islamophobia or bigots, slthough some of them probably sre.

Fhe Conservative Porty's tuctics of compoigning on sociel volues will no longer pay out political
vidends.

Htatked to some Chinese Christians who openly support Brad Trost, Beneath the veneer of thelr angsr
and frustration, | sensed their pain and struggle. They felt that casting & ballot for Trost is their way to
tell the rest of the world that they still exist and their values still matter, If we are honest with ourselves,
we have to admit that these are legitimate reactions they have wherithey experience cultural change.
We are asking these new immigranis to absorb 8 ot very quickly. And not everybody is good st that
Change is hard. Canads has become far more cosmopolitan, multicultural, tolerant and socially liberal
than i was a generation ago. These social and demographic shift cannat be undone,

Tragditionally, Conservatives have always organized and mobilized the Chinese community with the
massage that Chinese Canadians af'&d t%”sex: share similar social values, such as 2 strong sense of family
with the occasional add on of opposition 1o seme sex marriage, mariiuana and abortion depends on
which riding they are targating et the time. What they do not rezlize is that there is an undercurrent of
sociai change within the Chinese community, 100, 35 more people from Mainland Chine immi grate to

]

Canada,

I a recent survey done by 3 5, @ communist propagands mouthpiece, more than 40 per cent
solied said they would support same-sex marrizge In Ching, ancther 40 per cent expressad a neutral
mmétim on the issue, while 19 per cent opposing the same-sex marriage. This represents o gradual shift
from their perceived "value voters” base within the Chinese community. In a decade, the Conservative

Party’s tactics of campaigning on social values will no longer pay cut political dividends as the issus of

i

sarng-sex marriage will ikely be sidelined by the changing demographic within the Chinase community,
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Inthe age of elternative facts and fake news, both the Conservative and Liberal parties must rethink
their outreach sirategd

s.

The Conservatives and Liberals have traditionally orgenized the Chinese community on social and

£conamic i wgs, res;:»ect%veév, They have consistently and intent ;m«iy swayed Chinese Canadians to

the polar opoosi hat mainstream szadims fes! on thess issuss, Pew Research Global in 2013
have shown thet o
But the Conservat
Similarty, the Liberals have always campaigned on its trade success with China when the most recent

Nanos polis have shown thet 90 per cent of Canadians are wes ry of trade deals with Thing.

ofw
least 75 per cent of Canadians are ﬁverwhe%mingiy supportive of same-sex marriage,

at
ves nave always used this as w;a-::ffre issue in thelr outreach to the Chinese communiy

instead of oreating these arté"ﬁzjai fissures just to gain @ few seats within some heavily Chinese-
populated ridings, both political parties must spend some of their politice] cagital 1o educate and

encourage Chingse constituents to embrace Canadian values and give them tme and space to accept
cultural shifts they experience as newcomers.
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Nanos survey: Canadians' view of Conservative race
CTVNews.ca
Friday, May 26, 2017 5:08PM EDT

Last Updated Friday, May 26, 2017 6:20PM EDT

A new poll suggests half of Canadians can’t decide which of the 13 Conservative leadership candidates
would make the best prime minister.

Twenty per cent of Canadians say none of the hopefuls would make the best prime minister, and 33 per
cent aren’t sure, according to the latest data from a Nanos Research survey for CTV.

* Arandom telephone and online survey of 1,000 eligible voters asked: “Which of the following
candidates for the leadership of the Conservative Party of Canada would make the best Prime
Minister?”

One in six Canadians believe Maxime Bernier would make the best prime minister, and more than one in
four say Kellie Leitch would be the worst PM.

The survey, conducted earlier this week, comes days before the Conservative candidates and members
gather in Toronto for the final leg of the year-long race. Speeches are scehduled Friday, and a winner
will be announced Saturday.

Nanos survey participants were chosen randomly and reflect the feelings of voters nationwide, and not
solely the Conservative membership.

Respondents said the best potential prime minister was:
+  Unsure: 33.1 per cent
*+  None of them: 20.3 per cent
+  Maxime Bernier: 17.4 per cent
s Michael Chong: 10 per cent
e Llisa Raitt: 7.7 per cent
e Andrew Scheer: 4.1 per cent
* Erin O'Toole: 2.3 percent
*  Steven Blaney, Kellie Leitch and Chris Alexander: 1 per cent
= Pierre Lemieux: 0.7 per cent
¢  Deepak Obhrai and Brad Trost: 0.5 per cent

»  Rick Peterson and Andrew Saxton: 0.2 per cent



Asked who would make the worst prime minister, respondents said:

Unsure: 43.8 per cent

Kellie Leitch: 27 per cent
Maxime Bernier: 8.2 per cent
None of them: 5.5 per cent
Deepak Obhrai: 4.4 per cent
Lisa Raitt: 2.2 per cent

Brad Trost: 2 per cent

Chris Alexander: 1.8 per cent
Steven Blaney: 1.7 per cent
Michael Chong: 1.5 per cent
Erin O'Toole and Pierre Lemieux: 0.6 per cent
Rick Peterson: 0.4 per cent

Andrew Saxton and Andrew Scheer: 0.1 per cent

Best PM by region
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New numbers from the Conservative Party suggest that this leadership race is the largest of any party in

Canadian history. By Thursday, 125,000 ballots had been received from the eligible 259,010 members -
a turnout of nearly 50 per cent. That surpasses the previous record turnout of 200,000 for the Canadian

Alliance in 2000.

Many of those ballots have been cast by mail from ridings across Canada. Voters are asked to rank their
candidates by order of preference. The winner must have 50 per cent plus one of the votes, or 16,901
points through the party’s points system. The system assigns 100 points to each riding.

According to Nanos survey results:

One in four B.C. respondents said “none of them” would make the best prime minister,

followed by Michael Chong (11 per cent)

In the Prairies, one in five respondents said Maxime Bernier would make the best prime

minister

Ontario respondents were narrowly split over Michael Chong {17 per cent) and Maxime Bernier

(16 per cent)

“None of them” led the survey in Quebec (28 per cent), followed by Bernier {25 per cent)

In Atlantic Canada, more than one in five respondents said “none of them” would make the

best PM, followed by Lisa Raitt (18 per cent)
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Who can unite the Conservatives?

The crowded race has often sparked heated policy debates. Kellie Leitch’s divisive “Canadian values”
pitch and plan to screen newcomers to Canada has drawn consternation from other candidates, and
Michael Chong’s vocal support for a carbon tax has made him stand out from the pack.

Survey respondents were asked which candidate would best unite the Conservative party. Almost half
(45 per cent) said they were unsure, but Maxime Bernier came out as the top candidate, at 15.4 per
cent.

¢ Unsure: 45.4_ per cent

= Maxime Bernier: 15.4 per cent

« None of them: 11.2 per cent

s Llisa Raitt: 7.5 per cent

e«  Andrew Scheer: 7.4 per cent

¢  Michael Chong: 4.3 per cent

e Erin O'Toole: 2.9 per cent

»  Steven Blaney: 1.6 per cent

e Kellie Leitch: 1.2 per cent

« Deepak Obhrai and Brad Trost: 0.7 per cent

e Chris Alexander: 0.6 per cent

s Pierre Lemieux: 0.5 per cent

»  Rick Peterson: 0.4 per cent

o  Andrew Saxton: 0.3 per cent
Bernier, Raitt, Chong best for drawing votes

Survey respondents were asked how likely they would be to vote Conservative in the next federal
election based on each possible leadership candidate. Maxime Bernier drew the most support, with 30
per cent of voters saying they’d be more likely or somewhat more likely, Similar support was reported
for Lisa Raitt (26 per cent) and Michael Chong (23 per cent).

In terms of unfavourability, half of respondents said they’d be less likely or somewhat less likely to vote
Conservative under Bernier. Those numbers dropped to 48 per cent under Raitt and 46 per cent under
Chong.

Almost two thirds of those polled said they’d be less likely to support the Tories under Kellie Leitch’s
leadership, with 58 per cent less likely to vote Conservative and 6 per cent somewhat less likely.
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Liberals likeliest to work with Trump, manage economy

Each of the 13 Conservative candidates has fought hard to position themselves as the best alternative to
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in 2019. But when it comes to the economy, survey results suggest
Canadians believe the Liberals have the best economic program and are most likely to work with the
Trump administration. '

More than a third of Canadians {38 per cent} said the Liberals have the best economic plan, foliowed by
the Conservatives (30 per cent) and the NDP (13 per cent). Two per cent say the Green Party has the
best plan, and 1 per cent support the Bloc Quebecois. Fifteen per cent are unsure.

The new numbers reflect 13 per cent growth in support for the Liberals’ economic plan compared to .
polling in August 2015. Support for the NDP’s plan has dropped 13 per cent since the pre-election
survey. Conservative support remained unchanged.

The Liberals are also considered the most likely to work with the White House {40 per cent), followed by
the Conservatives (35 per cent) and the NDP (3 per cent). Both the Greens and Bloc Quebecois garnered
1 per cent support. One in five respondents said they weren't sure who was likeliest to work with
Trump.

Poll Methodology

Nanos conducted an RDD dual frame {land-and cell-lines} hybrid telephone and online random survey of
1,000 Canadians, 18 years of age of older, between May 24 and 25, 2017 as part of an omnibus survey.
Participants were randomly recruited by telephone using live agents and administered a survey online.
The margin of error for a random survey of 1,000 Canadians is 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of
20.
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Election ads on WeChat posted by users: company
Chinese social media company says it doesn’t accept political ods

Elizabeth Thompson
CBC MNews
Posted: 0ot 14, 2019 4:00 AM EDT | Last Updated: Gotober 20, 2018

Canadian election ads are appearing on the popular WeChat social media platform. (Petar
Kujundzic/Reuters)

Note: This story Hos be
73

en updeted from a previous version to include new information from WeChat
owner Tencent. See full

i note below.

A Cansewatwe attack ad spotted on Chineses social medis glant WaChat was posted by a user without
the company's knowledge, says the owner of the popular

The platform’s owner, Tencent, says election ads aren’t running on its populer WeChat sodial media site
and it has not sel up an ad registry in Canada,

“WaChat does not accept or support political ads on its platform,” spokeswoman Lisa Kennedy wrote in
a statemant,

C8C News obtained a copy of a Conservative Party attack ad that ran on WeChat the week of Octeber
5 in Chinese and English, claiming that 3 re-elected Liberal government under Justin Trudeay would
fegatize "hard drugs”™,
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This Conservative Party ad appeared on WeChat. After an internal verification, the site's owner says it
was posted by 3 user,

“iustin Trudeau's Liberals have a plen to legalize hard drugs just Jike they legalized marijuana,” reads the
ad. "Only Andrew Scheer's Conservatives will stop Trudeau's hard drug legalization plan and keep our

kids safe.

The ad carrigs the Conservative Party's logo and says it was "authorized by the official agent for the
Conservative Party of Canada.” It's similar 10 an attack ad that appeared on the Conservative Par ry's
official wabsite on Ot 9.

Members of Elections Canada’s soclal media monitoring team also have spotted Canadian alection zds
an WeChst, said spokeswoman hatésha Gauthier,

WeChat is one of the websites that they keep an eye on,” she said. "The tearn has seen political ads on
WaChat but the team is not focused on detecting potential compliance or non-compliance.”

s

suthier could not say which parties or candidates’ ads Flections Canada officials have spotted on
Welhat,

Kennedy said Tencent conducted an internal review after the CBC reported on the g:zre€e noe cf the

Conservative ad on WeChat and confirmed 1t did not recelve paymant for it 1o be on the site. The
company said It appears to have been posted there by a WeChat user,

"Welhat allows users to send messages or share images and vi ideos with other users but has no role in
the creation or posting of user-content on jis platform, the company sald In 2 statement. "Some user-
posted content on WeChet may contain personal political views or advocacy.”

She sald the company has been contacted by Canadian authorities about the ad and is answering thelr
guestions.
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No comment from Conservatives

Conservative campaign manager Hamish Marshall refused to comment on which social media platforms
the party is using for advertising in the election.

"We don't comment on our advertising strategy,” he said.

Since then, he has not responded to requests to confirm that the party placed the ad found on WeChat.
The party has been running a similar ad on Facebook.

Canada's Chinese community is one of the groups the Conservative Party hopes to win over in this
election.

Trudeau has denied the Liberals have any plans to legalize hard drugs.
The Liberals said they are advertising on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, but not on WeChat.

The New Democrats said the party has focused its online advertising on Facebook and Instagram and the
national campaign is not advertising on WeChat.

The new elections law

Under recent changes to Canada's elections law, online companies that accept political ads during the
election campaign have to set up digital registries of all of the political ads running on their platforms,
with copies of the ads and information about who authorized them. The requirement has prompted
some internet giants, including Google, to stop accepting political ads in Canada during the federal
election,

The law can apply to companies located anywhere in the world if the number of visitors from Canada to
their sites exceeds a certain threshold.

Platforms that publish in a language other than English or French must have more than 100,000 unique
visitors from Canada each month to be subject to the law. Bryan Segal, senior vice-president of
Comscore (which measures web traffic), said WeChat gets an average of 616,000 unigue visitors in
Canada per month.

Elections commissioner can investigate

Gauthier said Elections Canada's monitors are looking for examples of online misinformation or
disinformation about how and where to vote. They are not, however, responsible for checking whether
an online platform that is subject to the law has set up an online registry.

Commissioner of Canada Elections Yves Coté can investigate if someone files a complaint, said Gauthier.

"It is an offence to be an online platform that meets these thresholds and to not have this registry. So
that is an offence under the act," she said.

"Penalties can range from administrative monetary penalties to what the commissioner calls compliance
agreements, which it publishes on its website.”

However, parties and candidates are not required by law to verify whether an online platform has set up
a digital ad registry before they advertise, she said.
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Michelle Laliberté, a spokeswoman for C4té, said the commissioner’s office doesn't "proactively carry
out monitoring or surveillance of digital platforms,” but it can investigate complaints,

"While | can't speak to whether or not we have received complaints in relation to this issue, if someone

were to bring forward a complaint we would evaluate it to see if it falls within the Commissioner's
mandate.”
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5/17/23, 2:23 PM Exiremg-right misinformation is flooding Chinzse media in Canada - and observers say there's virtually nothing stopping it | TheSp...
For example, Feng, who has also written that a child being proud of having two mothers is a "scorn on human ethics,” is not the
writer's real name, In an interview with Star Vancouver, Lahoo editor-in-chief Lao Mai said Feng is a real person writing under a
pen name for protection.

" Butprior to Lao’s explanation, other staff at the publication said Feng was actually a floating pen name used by a number of people.
In the interview Lao insisted that isn't the case and underlined he and his staff don't necessarily agree with the opinions written.
"We have that freedom of speech,” Lao said through an interpreter.

In Feng's 2019 column about voting, it's alleged Justin Trudeau ignored the case of 13-vear-old Marrisa Shen, whose body was found
inapark in Burnaby in July 2017. In September 2018, a Syrian refugee, Ibrahim Ali, was charged in her death.

InJanuary 2018 an 11-year-cld girl in Toronto told police she had been attacked by an Asian man with scissors who cut off her hijab.
Justin Trudeau tweeted his condemnation of the attack. Police investigated the alleged incident and determinad that the events did
not happen. The family of the girl who made the false claims later apologized.

Feng's column accuses Trudeau of caring more about the Muslim girl in Toronto than he did about the Shen murder because
Muslims vote more than Chinese pecple.

Lao said the article is being misinterpreted and it's really just meant to encourage Chinese people to vote. He said that when
columns by Feng are submitted, they believe what he writes and don't feel the need to fact check them.

Lahoo also publishes straight news pieces and Feng is just one columnist, but the internet is flooded with Chinese-language
misinformation from a number of sources.

Backin May, Chauneey Jung, a contributor for website SupChina, who once interned for the Liberal Party and has written about the
issue, said there has been a steady increase of false news or misinformation in Teronts since the story about the Muslim girl who
claimed to be have been attacked broke in 2018, '

Chinese articles on WeChat raged against the girl and against Trudeau for tweeting hisresponse to the incident before police said
they had determined that the attack did not happen, But the incident caused a spike in “pure hate speech” written in Chinese, Jung
said,

The tension was made worse later in the year when Ali was arrested and charged with Shen's murder, His court appearance in

Vancouver brought anti-refugee protests by demonstrators carrying Chinese signs.

hitps:/fwwnw thespec.com/news/canada/2019/10/20/extrem s—right-mfsinformaﬁon-is-f!ooding-chinese-media-in~canada-an6-observers-say-there-s-virtu, .. 2/5
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5/17/23, 2:23 PM Extremne-right misinformation is flooding Chinese madia in Canada - and obsarvers say thera's virtually nothing stopping it | TheSp...
have access to basic, credible information, he said.
“No one's engaging them except for ‘do your taxes and fill out these forms for your benefits,”” Huang said.
One man inSurrey, B.C,, isn't waiting for the government to pitch in.
“Fake news brings people to the wrong direction; prejudice and hate,” says Jacky Jizo after tidying up a picnic table in a Surrey park
before sitting down to talk, condemning whoever left it a ress, "Few people think, they just follow others.”

When he’s not serubbing pienic tables, the real estate agent and immigration consultant is cleaning up the internet. Jiao says he
spends about 15 hours a week on WeChat motoring through Chinese language madia and writing articles debunking false
information.

WeChat has become the premier source of information for Chinese people around the world and Jizo says that often

misinformation from ot}_ler countries, like the United States and United Kingdomm, is spun to fit the Canadian narrative.

Much of what appears on WeChat is published elsewhere and simply shared there, similar to Twitter, Often the articles contain false

figures such as the number of refugees allowed inte Canada each year, he says.

Jiao says his attempts to combat the misinformation or far-right rhetoric online have led to 2 lot of pushback.

“In WeChat groups, I get alot of attacks,” he says. "Alot of people are Trump fans. They always think right is right. Thay can't
distinguish the right and the extreme right.” '

Jiao says the courting of the far right via Chinese soctal media happens at a tims when similar efforts are being made through
churches in Canada, Chinese immigrants hold Christiznity in high regard, he says, reasoning that many of the world’s developed
countries have Christianity as a dominant religion.

As aresult, many are curious about the religion and become involved in churches, and some of those churches have strong views
against homosexuality or taxes, says Jiao.

Combined with the misinformation and right wing columns on WeChat, he said it makes seme in the Chinzse community ripe fruit
for the far right to pluck.

But even if WeChat didn't exist, the far-right politics are hosted by; other websites and the messaging would still seep through.

In 2018, a consortium of Chinese activists in Vancouver and Teronto formed the Let's Vote Association, a group with a website in
Chinese and English encouraging people to vote for right-wing candidates in faderal, provincial and municipal elections.

The organization was in the news when some municipal candidates decried the endorsements in B.C. last year, Tt hasn't mnade any
endorsements on its website this year.

Onme of its founding directors is Yali Trost, sister inlaw of Brad Trost, who ran unsuccessfully for leader of the Conservative Partyin

2017 and lost a nomination challenge for the riding he held in Saskatchewan last year. He is not running this year and told Star
Vancouver he has no knowledge of or participation in his sister in law’s activities, Mostof the association’s directors have donated to

Trost’s political campaigns in the past, according to Elections Canada information.

The association’s main page features a link to a petition opposing the Vancouver suburb of Richmond’s plan to install 2 rainbow
crosswalk, an initiative undertaken by many cities to support the LGBTQ community. Other articles praise Donald Trump,

champion religious freedom and question the legitimacey of refugess.

Their electoral recommendations in the past have included evangelical Christian radio show host and People’s Party of Canada
candidate Laura-Lynn Tyler Thompson, as well as Heather Leung, who was dropped a5a candidate by the Conservatives earlier this
month when a 2011 video of her making statements against the LGBTQ community resurfaced,

In the video, Leung says homosexuals are “perveried” and trying to “recruit” children because they cannot procreate.

In early September, according to her website, Leung went door knocking in her riding with Lindsay Shepherd, a controversial figure

and free speech advocate criticized in the past for arranging an appearance by Faith Goldy, the white nationalist who ran for mayor
of Toronto, at Laurier University,

Leung is still running as an independent and her campaign manager is Travis Trost, Yali Trost’s husband and Brad Trost’s brother.
Leung did not respond to Star Vancouver’s attempts to contact her, including a letter outlining what the interview would be about
delivered to her home, outside of the Burnaby North-Seymour riding.

Star Vancouver requested the financial details of the Let’s Vote Association in aceordance with the B.C. Societies Act.

hitps:/www.thespec.com/news/canada/2019/10/20/extrermne-right-misinformation-is-fleoding-chinese-madia-in-canada-and-observers-say-there-s-virtu...  4/5
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