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July 10, 2023

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Canadian Chinese Concern Group on CCP’s Human Rights Violations
Expresses Concerns over Possible Infiltration of Chinese Communist
Party in Chinese Canadian Museum

The Canadian Chinese Concern Group on CCP’s Human Rights Violations (hereafter referred to
as the ‘Concern Group’) has issued a press release expressing its dissatisfaction and questioning
whether the Chinese-Canadian Museum has been infiltrated by the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP).

After years of preparation, the Chinese Canadian Museum has recently officially opened its door
to the public. The museum’s launch took the form of an opening ceremony that saw a section of
East Pender Street in Vancouver's Chinatown closed for the event and hundreds of guests
attending the opening ceremony seated on the road outside the museum, a day before Canada
Day.

Event attendees included federal ministers, current and former provincial premiers, the mayor of
Vancouver, and various local government officials. During the opening remarks, the emcee
introduced elected officials in attendance, as well as community figures, and museum donors.
However, to the surprise of many attendees, Member of Parliament Jenny Kwan, who represents
the constituency where the Chinese Canadian Museum is located, was not introduced by the
emcee. Furthermore, she was not invited on stage when other MPs were invited to unveil a
commemorative plaque from the federal government marking 100 years of the Chinese
Immigration Act of 1923.

In response to the cold treatment of MP Jenny Kwan at the Chinese Canadian Museum’s opening
ceremony, the Concern Group expressed its dissatisfaction and raised concerns in a news release,
questioning whether this is another instance of the Chinese Communist Party targeting a political
figure who dares to criticize human rights issues in China through Chinese Canadian community
organizations.

Jenny Kwan was first elected to public office in 1993. Since then, Kwan has been the only
Chinese Canadian politician to serve at all three levels of government. When she was elected to
the city council, she became the youngest city councillor in the history of Vancouver, a record
that remains unbroken to this day. In 1996, Kwan was elected as a provincial member of
legislature, becoming one of the first two Chinese Canadian members in the British Columbia
legislature, alongside Ida Chong. Kwan made history by delivering her first speech in Cantonese
and English in the provincial legislature. In 1998, she became the first Chinese person to enter
the provincial cabinet as a minister. In 2015, Kwan was elected as a Member of Parliament, and
in 2021, she was elected as the caucus chair of the New Democratic Party, becoming the first
Chinese Canadian to hold a federal party leadership position. Kwan was also the first Chinese
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Canadian Member of Parliament to directly question the Prime Minister in the House of
Commons and to receive a response. From the complete absence of voting and citizenship rights
for Chinese Canadians, to having a Chinese Canadian MP directly question the Prime Minister in
Parliament, this is a milestone in Chinese Canadian political participation. Currently, the
Provincial Legislative Building hosts an exhibition titled "100 Years of Women and the Vote,"
where Jenny Kwan is one of twenty featured women. One would expect an elected official who
has repeatedly broken barriers and established important milestones for Chinese Canadian civic
participation would be honoured and recognized by a museum celebrating the achievements of
the Chinese Canadian community. Instead, this individual with a long and distinguished career in
public service was seemingly given the cold shoulder at a museum in the very riding she was
elected to represent. In contrast, Wilson Miao, the newly elected Member of Parliament for
Richmond, was assigned a seat in the middle of the front row and invited on stage for the
unveiling of the federal government plaque.

Concern Group spokesperson, Thekla Lit expressed concerns over the treatment of Jenny Kwan
during this significant historical moment for the Chinese Canadian community. Lit emphasized
that the Chinese Canadian Museum, with its expressed commitment to “honour the history,
contributions, and heritage of Chinese Canadians, while elevating the voices of Chinese
Canadians and engaging with voices and communities across this country,” failed to recognize
Kwan's contributions and the historic trails she blazed as a Chinese Canadian politician. Instead,
she was shunned in front of hundreds of dignitaries and community members. This is particularly
disturbing in the current climate where many Canadians are highly concerned about Chinese
government infiltration and interference in domestic elections. The public, witnessing this
treatment of Jenny Kwan by the Chinese Canadian Museum, cannot help but wonder whether the
museum’s incongruent actions were a result of foreign infiltration.

Thekla Lit noted, “In terms of seating arrangements, Senator Yuen, who has been suspected of
echoing CCP party lines and received criticisms for misusing the Chinese Exclusion Act to
oppose the establishment of the Foreign Agents Registration Act, was assigned a seat in the front
row center and introduced by the emcee at the museum. By contrast, Jenny Kwan, the Member
of Parliament representing Chinatown, who has been serving Chinatown in various capacities for
the past 30 years, was not given a designated seat, was not introduced, and was not invited on
stage with other MPs for the unveiling of the federal government plaque. If this was not an
oversight on the part of the museum, then this drastic diversion from usual protocols raises
concerns about whether members of the senior governance of the Chinese Canadian Museum,
which is supported by public funding, are actively colluding with the CCP, or if there is direct
CCP intervention, to target a politician who is critical of human rights abuses committed by the
CCP. Has this event been used to send the message that those who propagate support for the
CCP will receive front and centre recognition in the community, while those who raise criticisms
of the CCP’s human rights abuses, and the erosion of Hong Kong’s democracy, will be
sidelined?”

Another spokesperson for the Concern Group, Victor Ho, is calling on the provincial government
to investigate the matter, stating that this event was an ugly case of serious political interference
which infringes upon the dignity of Canada’s elected officials. He states, “The Chinese Canadian
Museum was initiated by the provincial New Democratic Party government, which invested
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nearly 50 million dollars of taxpayers' money into the project, and some members of its board
were appointed by the provincial government. The provincial government has a responsibility to
ensure that the museum does not become a tool for CCP interference and propaganda.”

Earlier, the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) revealed to Jenny Kwan that she is a
long-term target for Chinese interference in Canadian politics and elections. Victor Ho stated that
last year, Jenny Kwan and the then-mayor Kennedy Stewart were not invited to participate in the
Lunar New Year celebrations in Chinatown. The Concern Group also issued a statement at the
time criticizing the CCP for using community organizations to target the two individuals. Earlier
this year, media reports based on classified information from CSIS indicated that both political
figures were targeted by CCP interference. The principal organizer of last year's Lunar New Year
celebration, William Ma, the executive president of the Federation of Guangdong Community
Organisations, is one of the directors of the Chinese Canadian Museum. Another board member
of the museum is Ding Guo, known for frequently expressing views in Chinese-language media
that align with CCP propaganda.
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Spokespersons:

Thekla Li
Victor Ho
Chinese Canadian Concern Group on the Chinese Communist Party’s Human Rights Violations
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