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b. Si oui, pourquoi ne pourriez-vous pas participer à l enquête sans financement?
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

Remarks for the Commissioner of Canada Elections 
 

before the 
 

Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs 

 

March 2, 2023 

 

Check against delivery 

  



Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

I appreciate the invitation to appear before the committee again today.  

 

As Commissioner of Canada Elections, I take the issue of foreign 

interference in our elections very seriously.  

 

The Canada Elections Act defines the scope of my mandate and covers 

very specific activities related to foreign interference. This role is 

complementary to others who play a key role in protecting our democracy 

and with whom we collaborate. 

 

Since my last appearance on November 1, additional allegations of 

foreign interference have circulated in the public environment and have 

led to complaints to my office. 

 



I am seized with the importance of this issue, as well as the need to 

reassure Canadians under these exceptional circumstances. 

 

I would therefore like to inform you that we have conducted a rigorous 

and thorough review of every complaint and every piece of information 

that has been brought to our attention concerning allegations of foreign 

interference in both the 2019 and 2021 general elections. I can also 

confirm that this review is continuing as I speak, to determine whether 

there is any tangible evidence of wrongdoing under the Canada Elections 

Act. 

 

This work is being carried out impartially and independently from the 

government of the day, the public service, and even the Chief Electoral 

Officer. 

 

I note that the outcome of this work will allow me to determine whether 

the allegations have merit under our Act. They will not permit me to draw 



conclusions about the validity of election results overall or in a particular 

riding.  

 

For reasons of confidentiality, I will not be able to provide further details 

regarding the ongoing review, complaints, or any other information 

received by my office. As with any investigative body, confidentiality is 

essential to protect the presumption of innocence and, to avoid 

compromising the integrity of our work. 

 

I would, however, invite anyone who has tangible information about 

potential wrongdoing under the Canada Elections Act, including any 

attempt at foreign interference in a federal election, to contact my office. 

 

I would be pleased to answer your questions.  
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Thank you, Madam Chair, for the invitation to appear before you today.  

I am accompanied by Marc Chénier, Deputy Commissioner and Chief of Legal Services for my 

office.   

The issue of foreign interference is one my office takes very seriously.   

As Commissioner, my role is to ensure compliance and enforcement of the Canada Elections Act.  

The Act provides the legal framework for the activities of my office.  

Activities that could be attempts of foreign interference are captured by several provisions in the 

Act.  

The wording of the obligations and prohibitions of the Act, as adopted by Parliament, determine 

the scope of our compliance and enforcement work.  

For instance, the provision on undue influence is limited to the election period and does not capture 

the pre-election period.   

It is also important to note that we are a complaint-based organization that operates primarily on 

the basis of complaints received from the public.  

We encourage Canadians to contact us when they believe there may have been a contravention of 

the Canada Elections Act.   

I would like to inform you that my office did not observe any significant change in the number of 

issues giving rise to complaints containing allegations of foreign interference in either the 43rd or 

44th general elections.  
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As you can imagine, cases of foreign interference can pose significant operational challenges for 

our investigative work.  

The presence of activities, individuals or entities from outside of our borders can significantly 

increase the complexity of an investigation.  

Of course, these challenges are not unique to our office.  

Over the years, my office has worked with key law enforcement and national security and 

intelligence organizations.  

This was helpful to gain a better understanding of the potential threats to elections.  

It has also served to ensure effective communication, when appropriate, during an election period.  

In conclusion, I wish to remind members of this committee that I am not in a position to discuss 

the details of files that may or may not be the subject of an investigation by my office.  

This includes any issues that may currently be the subject of a complaint or may have been the 

subject of a complaint in the past.   

I would be happy to take your questions. 

Merci.  

Thank you.  
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Merci, Madame la présidente.  

 

Je vous remercie de me recevoir à nouveau à ce comité. 

 

À titre de commissaire aux élections fédérales, je prends très au sérieux 

la question de l’ingérence étrangère dans les élections. 

 

La Loi électorale définit la portée de mon mandat et vise des activités 

d'ingérence étrangère très précises. Ce rôle est complémentaire à celui 

d’autres intervenants qui jouent un rôle clé dans la protection de notre 

démocratie et avec qui nous collaborons. 

 

 



Depuis ma dernière comparution, le 1er novembre, des allégations 

d’ingérence étrangère ont circulé dans l’environnement public et ont 

mené à des plaintes à mon bureau. 

 

Je suis saisie de l’importance de cet enjeu et du besoin de rassurer les 

Canadiens et les Canadiennes dans les circonstances exceptionnelles 

actuelles.  

 

Je vous informe donc que nous avons procédé à un examen rigoureux et 

minutieux de chaque plainte et de chaque renseignement qui ont été portés 

à notre attention concernant des allégations d’ingérence étrangère lors des 

élections générales de 2019 et 2021. Je vous confirme également que cet 

examen continue au moment même où je m’adresse à vous afin de 

déterminer s’il existe des éléments de preuve tangibles démontrant que 

des conduites répréhensibles couvertes par la Loi électorale du Canada 

ont été commises.  

 



Ce travail se poursuit de façon impartiale et en toute indépendance du 

gouvernement de l’heure, de la fonction publique et même, du directeur 

général des élections.  

 

Je note que les résultats de ces travaux me permettront de déterminer si 

les allégations sont fondées au regard de notre loi. Ils ne me permettront 

pas de tirer des conclusions sur la validité des résultats électoraux dans 

leur ensemble ou dans une circonscription particulière. 

 

Pour des raisons de confidentialité, je ne pourrai fournir de détails 

supplémentaires concernant l’examen en cours, les plaintes ou tout autre 

renseignement reçu. Comme pour tout autre organisme d’enquête, la 

confidentialité est essentielle pour protéger la présomption d’innocence 

et, bien entendu, ne pas compromettre l’intégrité de notre travail. 

 

J’aimerais, par ailleurs, inviter toute personne qui a des renseignements 

tangibles au sujet d’une contravention possible à la Loi électorale du 



Canada, y compris toute tentative d’ingérence étrangère dans les élections 

fédérales, à communiquer avec mon bureau.  

 

Je serai heureuse de répondre à vos questions. 
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Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

I appreciate the invitation to appear before the committee again today.  

 

As Commissioner of Canada Elections, I take the issue of foreign 

interference in our elections very seriously.  

 

The Canada Elections Act defines the scope of my mandate and covers 

very specific activities related to foreign interference. This role is 

complementary to others who play a key role in protecting our democracy 

and with whom we collaborate. 

 

Since my last appearance on November 1, additional allegations of 

foreign interference have circulated in the public environment and have 

led to complaints to my office. 

 



I am seized with the importance of this issue, as well as the need to 

reassure Canadians under these exceptional circumstances. 

 

I would therefore like to inform you that we have conducted a rigorous 

and thorough review of every complaint and every piece of information 

that has been brought to our attention concerning allegations of foreign 

interference in both the 2019 and 2021 general elections. I can also 

confirm that this review is continuing as I speak, to determine whether 

there is any tangible evidence of wrongdoing under the Canada Elections 

Act. 

 

This work is being carried out impartially and independently from the 

government of the day, the public service, and even the Chief Electoral 

Officer. 

 

I note that the outcome of this work will allow me to determine whether 

the allegations have merit under our Act. They will not permit me to draw 



conclusions about the validity of election results overall or in a particular 

riding.  

 

For reasons of confidentiality, I will not be able to provide further details 

regarding the ongoing review, complaints, or any other information 

received by my office. As with any investigative body, confidentiality is 

essential to protect the presumption of innocence and, to avoid 

compromising the integrity of our work. 

 

I would, however, invite anyone who has tangible information about 

potential wrongdoing under the Canada Elections Act, including any 

attempt at foreign interference in a federal election, to contact my office. 

 

I would be pleased to answer your questions.  
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